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Nghién cttu st nuéc ta bi mot gidi han rit quan trong. Sdch v& clia ngudi Viét rat it hinh
4nh nhat 12 vé thdi xua. Nhitng cong trinh vin hod nhu hoi hoa, kién tric, diéu khic ...
dé c6 thé gitp ngudi nghién citu hinh dung dugc mdt thdi dai cling hi€m hoi nén ngudi
doc phdi st dung éc¢ tudng tugng kha nhiéu.

Trong tri nhd clia tdi, cac sach sit Viét Nam chi c6 ba bifc truyén than c6 vé thit 1 biic
hinh 6ng Nguyé&n Trai, 6ng Phan Huy Ich (do ngudi Tau vé khi di s&), va hinh dng
Nguyén Cong Trit (do mdt ngudi hoc trd vé). Mii vé sau nay méi c6 thém mot s& hinh
4nh nhung thudng cling lem nhem vi sao di chup lai nhiéu 1an. Dudng nhu chiing ta vin
trong chit vi€t hon nén siach vé hom nay in tai hdi ngoai ciing it ai chiu khé tim ki€m
thém hinh dnh d€ b8 tdc cho tai liéu, hoic néu cé thi ciing sd sai, thi€u my thuat. Nhiéu
bd sdch khd @6 sd vé lugng chit nhung lai hoan toan khong c6 tranh dnh hay bin dd dé
minh chitng, mot thi€u s6t ddng k€ cho nhitng ngudi mudn nghién citu mot cich nghiém
tic. So sdnh véGi sdch v& clia nude ngoai — du chi 1a textbooks ctia bac trung hoc — thi
qud thyc nhitng b sich 16n nhit clia ngudi Viét ciing khong theo kip. Hinh dnh trén
sich bdo dugc in trén gidy ldng mau meé “bdt mdr’ c6 1& chi bao gdm nhitng trang
quang cdo clia cic cd sd thim my, bia bing nhac, dai nhac hdi va budn ban dia 6c.

Su thi€u s6t d6 khi€n cho chiing ta khé hinh dung dugc ¢ nhin hinh ddng, sinh s6ng
th€ nao, dua dén tinh trang tv ¥ thém thit bing sy tudng tugng riéng clia minh trong
mot s6 hoat cdnh dudgc dién di dién lai trén sin khadu nhu Hai Ba Trung, Hoi Nghi Dién
Hong, Chién Thing Pong Pa ... ma nhiéu ngudi ¢é 4n tugng in sau vao trong 6c. Ngay
c4 nhitng pho tudng (tugng dai) da va dang dugc thuc hién & trong nu6c véi tdn phi khd
cao ciing vap nhiéu khuyét diém trAm trong d€ cdc nha phé binh phai luu tim.

Gan day, mot s6 nha nghién citu d thuc hién nhitng mang ludi trung bay cong trinh suu
tam dudc gitip chiing ta nhin lai lich sif trung thuc hon. Nhitng hinh 4nh d6 cho biét kha
nhi€u vé sinh hoat va nhin ddng cda ngudi Viét Nam tuy chi mdi do hon trim nim
trudc ma sao khic v6i biy gid nhiéu qud, tudng chirng nhu mot dan toc xa la ndo chi
khong phai 6ng ba t3 tién minh phan nao dinh chinh mdt s6 nhin dinh chii quan mang
tinh phéng dai vé nhitng thdi ky trudc khi phdt minh ra mdy anh.

Chinh vi th& t6i viét bai nay d€ tri An mot hoa si ngudi Anh trong mot chuyén cong tic
di cling phéi bd Macartney sang Trung Hoa da ghé lai BPa Nang va bd cong ghi lai mot
s0 hinh dnh vé xtt Pang Trong. C6 1& diy ma nhitng hinh 4nh sém stia nhat vé sinh hoat
clia ngudi Viét chiing ta & cudi thé ky 18, mic ddu trude d6 sdach v3 va tai liéu clia Tay
phuong ciing da ¢6 mot s6 minh hoa nhung khong trung thuc va linh dong bing. Nhitng
biic hinh d6 di kém theo nhitng nhin xét khic clia ngudi Anh vé Pang Trong gitip
chiing ta tim ra dudc nhiéu di€u chua biét hét.



TIEU sU

Ngay thit Tu 24 thdng 7 nim 1816, hoa si Henry Edridge viét cho b4c si Thomas Monro
nhu sau:

Ban thdan mén,

Toi that xiuc dong khong gi do luong dugc khi bdo tin anh ban Alexander tdi
nghiép kia da khong con nita ... Mot biic thu cia em anh ta cho hay anh da tw
tran sdang hom qua. Qud thit la dot ngdt. Pén bdy gio néu nhuw ngudi ta cé hoi
tiéc rang da tiép don anh ta khéng chu ddo & Maidstone thi ciing vo ich théi ...
Téi hét siic dau long ...

Monro Academy 12 mot hiép hoi tip hgp cdc hoa si trong d6 c6 nhiéu ngudi chuyén vé
mau nuéc (watercolourists) vio cudi thé ky 18, ddu th& ky 19 tai Anh. William
Alexander ndi ti€ng vi 6ng da thuc hién dugc mot bo tranh vé phong cinh, bién cd va
nhiéu nhin vat quan trong ma dng da thyc hién & Trung Hoa tif nim 1792 d€n nim
1794. Vao thdi ky chua sdng ché ra mdy 4nh, hoi hoa gan nhu 12 phuong thifc duy nhat
dé ghi lai nhitng chitng cé quan trong gitip chiing ta dé dang “muong tugng” lai khung
canh hon c4 tho vin. Bo tranh (c6 ci mot sé bin dd) d6 rat dd so gitdp ngudi Au Chau
nhin thdy dugc sinh hoat clia mot th€ gidi méi mé ma ho nghe nhiéu nhung chua biét
bao nhiéu, déng gép rit quan trong cho nhitng nghién ctu vé A Pong.

Chéan dung ty hoa (seft-portrait)
William Alexander: An English ... (1981) tr. 2



Cho dén nay, mdi khi nhic d&€n William Alexander, hau nhu nha nghién cttu nao cling
gin lién tén tudi dng vdi cong trinh thyc hién trong hai nim ngin ngdi va dudng nhu
khong con biét d€n nhitng tic phadm khéc.

Nim 1981, mot cudc trién 1dm qui mo tai Brighton (The Royal Pavillion, Art Gallery
and Museums) trung bay nhitng tranh vé& d6, nhiéu biic chuwa hé dudc cong ching biét
t6i va 12 mot tap hop vo tién khodng hau vi phdi mugn lai clia rit nhiéu nha suu tap tir
khidp moi noi.

Ti€u st cia Alexander c6 nhiéu doan dit quing va ciing chua ai ¢6 thé viét vé 6ng véi
day dd chi tié€t. Gia dinh 6ng gdc tir lang Boxley nhung khi 6ng ra ddi (ngay 10 thdng 4
nim 1767) thi cha 6ng, Harry Alexander, dang song tai s nha 56, Week Street, thi trin
Maidstone. Harry 1am nghé déng xe ngua, c6 ba con trai nhung cd ba déu khong c6 con
cai gi. William 1dy c6 Jane Wogan ndm 1795 nhung chi mot thdi gian ngén thi qua ddi
khié&n cho 6ng vd tu. Hai ngudi kia khi chét déu con ddc than con c¢d em (hay chi) clia
William 12 Sarah thi cling chdng di cu sang song tai Hoa Ky. Nhitng tic phdm cta
William ma con giit dugc déu do gia dinh Hughes 13 con chdu cla 6ng ciAu Thomas, khi
d6 cling & Maidstone.

Sau khi hoc xong bac s6 hoc (Grammar School), William 1én sdng tai London nim
1782, ma nhiéu ngudi cho ring 6ng theo hoc hoa si Julius Caesar Ibbetson. Pén thing
2 ndm 1784, 6ng dudc nhan vao trudng Hoc Vién Hoang Gia (Royal Academy Schools)
con ban 6ng 1a Henry Edridge thi da dudc vao tr thang trude.

Pén thing 9 nim 1792, Alexander dudc diéu dong tham dy phdi doan cda Lord
Macartney. Py la cong tdc chuyén modn quan trong nhit va ciing 1a co hdi 16n trong
ddi 6ng kéo dai hai nim tron tf thing 9 nim 1792 d€n thdng 9 nim 1794. Nhu tAp quin
chung clia cdc hoa si du hanh thdi d6, 6ng di d&€n dau chi vé& phac bing chi rdi khi vé
Anh mdi vé lai bing mau nudc. Mdi nim Ong glri mot s6 tranh dd hoan tat d€n Hoc
Vién Hoang Gia (Royal Academy) va nha trudng chiu trach nhiém 4n hanh, quing cdo
cédc tac phaAm nay. Trong khodng 6 nim (1795-1804), 6ng c6 16 1an tri€n 1im tranh tai
Hoc Vién Hoang Gia trong d6 13 1an diu 1a nhitng dé tai vé Trung Hoa.

Trong 6 nim, tir 1802 dén 1808, Alexander chuyén vé minh hoa cidc c8 vat Ai Cip
trong British Museum, mot sd nhitng tic phdm d6 dugc khic ban va 4n hanh trong
khodng tir 1805 dén 1807. Nim 1808, 6ng 1am Phu T4 Quin Thud chuyén bio tri cdc
ban v€ va ban in. Tuy nhién, thdi gian sau cling 6ng khong con khoé nhu truGc vi bi
bénh sung khdép (gout) ma dng than phién ring “vi phdi lam viéc trong nhitng gian
phong dm wor’. Ong don sang nha chd & Maidstone d€ dudng bénh va diéu tri bing
nhiéu phuong phdp thong dung ctia thdi 4y nhu cho dia hit mdu (leeching), 1€
(purging), chudm ... Ong mit ngay 23 thang 7 nim 1816.



NGUGI ANH DEN NUSC TA

Trong khodng hon 40 nim tir cudi thé ky 18 dén dau thé ky 19, nuéc Anh cit bon phdi
bd t6i Pang Trong d€ tim cich thong thudng vi md mot vin phong linh sy tai Hué
nhung khong thanh cong. Bon phdi bo d6 (14y tén ngudi trudng phdi doan) 13 Chapman
nam 1778, Macartney ndm 1793, Roberts nim 1803, 1804 va Crawfurd ndm 1822.
Ngudi Au di ¢6 lién hé v6i nhiéu viing & ban dio Pong Duong tir giita thé ky 16, ddu
tién 12 nhitng thuyén budn clia ngudi B6 Pao Nha (Portugal) thudng xuyén qua lai tir
Hoi An d&n Ma Cao. Pén thé ky thit 17, ngoai ngudi Bd Pao Nha, chiing ta lai thdy c6
su hién dién ctia ngudi Hoa Lan, Anh va nh4t 12 ngudi Phip, dén Viét Nam vira budn
bdn, vira truyén dao.

Anh Cit Lgi 12 qudc gia ddu tién mé modt xudng mdy § Pnompenh va mot thuong di€m
tai Bic Ha tir 1672 dén 1697 d€ canh tranh v6i Hoa Lan. Tuy ho ciing c6 thir mot
xudng mdy & ddo Con Lon (Pulo Condore) tir 1702 d&€n 1705 nhung rdi ciing bé vi thay
khu vuc nay nghéo nan qud, tinh ra khong dd chi phi d€ 1am 4n lau dai. Con thuong
di€m & Bic Ha c6 dugce 1au hon nhung chinh y&u 1a ban vo khi nén khi nhu ciu suy
gidm thi cling phdi bé di.

Ngugc lai, chia Nguyén & Pang Trong c6 nhu cidu Nam ti€n va cdi t6 quin sy, luon
ludn phai ddi phé véi Xiém La, Cao Mién nén ngudi Au Chau thiy ring khu vuc nay
c6 nhiéu tiém ning hon. Cdc nha truyén gido ciing theo chan thuong nhian vio gidng
dao, tao dugc nhiéu lién hé mat thi€t véi triéu dinh. Ngay cd khi V& Vuong' ra 1énh
cdm dao hdi 1750 va truc xudt gido si, trong triéu nha Nguyén ciing vin con ba gido si
thudc dong Jesuit 1a Johann Koffler, Xavier de Monteiro va Juan de Loureiro.?

Ngudi Phéap ciing st dung cdc gido s nhu nhitng dao quén tién phong dé tim hiéu tinh
hinh va thyc hién mot s6 lugng gid, va dugc cdc nhan vat trong chinh gidi va thuong
nhin c6 dnh huéng & Paris lién ti€p thiic giuc triéu dinh Phdp tim cich md rong giao
thuong véi Pang Trong. Nim 1739 ching ta thidy c6 ti€ng néi clia Gentil de la
Barbinais, ndm 1744 lai c¢6 Jacques O’Friell va tor nam 1748 thi c¢6 Pierre Poivre (cling
12 mot gido si di ting d&€n Pang Trong gidng dao tir 1742-43 nhung sau hoan tuc dé tr§
thanh mdt nha budn) ddm trach viéc lién lac véi Vo Vuong d€ thong thuong.

Théang 8 nim 1749, Poivre cling chi€n ham Marchault (tdu trong tai 600 tan, trang bi 40
sing dai bic) dén Hué va dugc chia V6 Vuong ti€p dai tif t€, cho phép budn ban véi
mot thu€ bi€u tuong ddi thap. Thé nhung Poivre c¢6 thdi do trich thugng, giy g8 véi
nhiéu ngudi, k€ ca vién thong ngodn ciing 12 mot gido dan Thién Chia va 1am cho triéu
dinh chida Nguyén kh6 chiu dua dén viéc truc xuat mot so gido si TAy phuong. Khong
chiu nhan 16i vé minh, Poivre cho ring chi c6 c4ch ding stic manh va chd truong chi€m

' Titc Thé Tong Nguyén Phic Khoat (1738-1756)
% Alastair Lamb, Bristish Mission to Cochin China: 1778-1822 (1961) tr. 6 (trich lai tit Le Thanh Khoi, Le
Vietnam, Histoire et Civilisation, Paris 1955 tr. 294)



Phi Xuin d€ cudp tai sdn’. Nam 1759, mot chién dich dugc chinh quyén thudc dia
Phép & An Do phdt dong nhung thuyén khong dén duge Hu€ vi nghich gi6 va mot s6
ddng binh si, si quan bi bénh chét nén phii quay vé.* N&u th€ thi diy mdi thuc 1a 1dn
diu tién ngudi Phap dem quin xam 14n nudc ta mic dit bat thanh.’

Sau khi chiia V& Vudng mat (1765), tinh hinh Pang Trong budc vao mot giai doan bat
&n dua dén cudc khdi nghia TAy Son va viéc chiia Trinh dem quan ti€n danh Phi Xuin
(1774). Thay tinh hinh c6 cd khai thdc dudc, cd ngudi Anh 1An ngudi Phdp déu tim dip
dé can thiép vao Pai Viét. Nam 1778, chi€c thu Rumbold ctia Anh dén Calcutta trén dé
c6 hai vién quan Pang Trong di cung gido si de Loureiro dong Jesuit 1a ngudi da tung
song 1au nim tai triéu dinh chda Nguyén.

Thong ddc Phap & Chandernagore (thudc dia Phép tai An Do) 1a Chevalier thdy day Ia
mdt cd hdi bing vang néu dem mdt chi€c thu nhd cliing mot s6 quan dua hai vién quan
DPang Trong trd v&, tin ring trong tinh hinh phan liét hién tai, chi can mot luc lugng nhd
ciing c6 thé gitip chia Nguyén khdi phuc dugc vuong quyén va dat dugc thing 1gi 16n &
Pong Duong, khong khé khin nhu may chuc nim truée khi Vo Vuong con tai vi.

Biét dugc thAim ¥ clia ngudi Phdp, ngudi Anh lién cu6p tién cd sai Charles Chapman hd
tong hai vién quan vé nudc. Ngudi Anh cling mudn nhin cd hdi nay tim mot khu vue
khic c6 thé thay th€ ngudn hang ma ho bi 1& thudc qui nhiéu vio thuong mai véi
Trung Hoa.

Hang nim ngudi Anh phdi mua mot lugng tra kha 16n nhung lai khong c6 mot loai hang
hod nao c6 thé ban lai cho ngudi Tau d€ can bing mau dich. Tinh ra thdi d6, mdi nim
ngudi Anh phdi trd cho Trung Hoa khodng chirng 700,000 béng bing bac. Truéc day thi
ho con ¢ thé mua 1au ctia ngudi TAy Ban Nha qua ngd Manila nhung tir khi hai bén c6
chién tranh (1762) va ngudi Anh chi€m Manila thi ngudn bac d6 vao Philippines di
gidn doan. Trong trudng k¥, n€u khong c6 mot ngudn 16i ndo thay thé&, van dé khing
hodng tai chdnh 12 chuyén tat nhién.

? Thu clia P. Poivre trd 15i Bo Trudng Phap dé ngay 1 thang 8 nim 1768. Georges Taboulet, La Geste
Francaise en Indochine (Tome I) (Paris: Librairie d’ Amérique et d’Orient, 1955) tr. 152-53

4 Joseph Buttinger, The Smaller Dragon: A Political History of Vietnam, Frederick A. Praeger, 1966
chudng 4 — Missionaries, Merchants, and Conquerors tr. 231-32)

> Theo Phan Phat Hudn trong Viét Nam Gido Sit (Calif: Cttu Thé Tung Thu, 1997) thi s& di Vo Vuong c6
thdi do cing rdn 1a vi “cé mot vi quan cdn than rat ghét nguvi Cong Gido. Ong ta dd qud quyét véi chiia
(Nguyén) rdng: “Cdc thita sai tuy vdi tinh cdch truyén gido, nhung liic dd@ vao dugc trong nudc réi thi tim
cdch dem quadn doi dén xdm chiém ...” (tr. 194-5). Phan Phit Hudn ciing cho ring “bdn thin V& Viong cé
diéu khé hiéu va mau thudn” dang it “cé nhiéu thién cdm véi Au Chdu, dot nhién lai tré thanh mét nguoi
dd xudng lénh giét hai va cdm dodn nguoi Cong Gido ...” (tr. 194). C6 18 tdc gid da co tinh khong nhic
dén nhitng 4m muu clia nhitng ngudi nhu D’Eistaing hay Pierre Poivre chd truong “dn cudp” nudc ta (to
invade Hué for seventy-two hours in order to rob the imperial palace of all its treasures and gold ...),
nhitng cudc tin cong bat thanh (10-1759), nhitng Am muu xAm chi€m biing sting dan (1768) ma nhiéu hoc
gia da khing dinh. (Joseph Buttinger, sdd. tr. 231)



Chinh vi th€, mot mit ngudi Anh tim di moi cach dé giao thiép v6i nha Thanh, yéu ciu
ho m§ cira cho tu do thong thuong, mit khdc gip rit di tim nhitng qudc gia c6 kha ning
thay th&€ nudc Tau trong viéc cung ng tra, td lua va dd s, hoic nhitng qudc gia trung
gian nghia 1a ti€u thy hang ciia Anh va bdn cho ho cdc loai hang hod ma ngudi Trung
Hoa cin ding. Ngudi Anh ciing di tim nhitng khu vuc “ddu cdu” c6 thé thay th€ cho dia
di€m Quang Chau (Canton) nha Thanh danh riéng cho ngoai qudc, mot dia di€m giong
nhu mot hai cing d€ 1én xudng hang hod, dudi quyén ki€m soat ciia cdc “Co-hong” la
nhitng con budn dugc Thanh triéu uy nhiém viéc mua ban v6i nu6c ngoai nén cé toan
quyén sinh sit, n€u nhu bi vd ng thi khong ¢6 cach gi ddi lai ci. Thuong nhan Au Chau
lai chi c6 quyén & trén diat Trung Hoa mdi nim 6 thiang — tif thdng 10 dé&n thing 3 —
nhitng thdng khic phdi qua tam tri & Macao thudc Bd Pao Nha.

Né&u c6 mot khu vuc khdc ngoai dat Trung Hoa 1am ndi trao d8i hang hoa thi cic
thuong nhin ngoai qudc sé bt bi 1& thudc hon nhiéu. Nhitng tinh todn dé khi€n cho
ngudi Anh tim cdch chi€m lanh nhiéu dia di€m then chdt trong ving Pong A, dién hinh
la Penang va Singapore, Manila ...

Sau khi thtt tai Bornéo nhung khong thanh cong, ngudi Anh bit diu nhim téi Malaysia
va Pong Duong. Trong tinh trang mau thudn va tranh chdp ngay caing minh liét gitta
cdc qudc gia Au Chdu, ngudi Anh cidn mét cin cif tai Pong Nam A, vi néu d€ ngudi
Phép chi€m dudgc thugng phong thi hdi trinh tir An Do sang Trung Hoa s€ trg ngai 16n.

Chuyén di clia Chapman tdi Pang Trong cho chiing ta nhiéu chi ti€t vé sinh hoat clia
nudc ta thdi ky d6, nhat 1a miéu ta lai viéc phdi doan Anh gip Nguyén Nhac va triéu
dinh clia vua Thdi Ditc § Qui Nhon. N&u c6 dip ching tdi s& di siu hon trong mot bién
khao khéc.



PHAI BO PI TRUNG HOA

O trén doi nfu ¢6 i ma khong c6 co duyén thi ciing khong ai biét t6i. Ma duyén dua
d4y thudng lai that bit ngd.

Niam 1787, triéu dinh Anh C4t Lgi dua mot phdi bd sang Trung Hoa, ngudi cAm dau la
bai T4 Charles Cathcart va hoa vién chinh di theo phdi doan la Julius Caesar Ibbetson.
Thoi d6 chua phdt minh ra mdy chup hinh nén mdi khi ¢c6 mdt bi€n c¢d trong dai thi
ngudi ta phdi cit dit mot hay nhiéu hoa si thiy gi thi vé phdc lai, sau d6 dung tri nhé
va su tudng tugng ctia minh d€ hoan thanh mot tic phdm véi ddy di chi ti€t. Nhitng biic
tranh d6 thudng chi trung thyc t6i mot mic dd ndo d6 vi ngoai viéc ky e con ngudi rat
gi6i han, hoa si con phdi chiéu theo ¥ cda triéu dinh, khong miéu td nhitng gi c6 thé
lam hai dén uy tin ctia hoang gia. Viéc d6 xay ra khong phai chi & Au Chiu ma hau
nhu & dau ciing vdy. Pén thdi nay, trong ch& do ddc tai, nhiéu dnh chup ciing con dugc
t6 di€m lai, hoic thém, b6t ngudi cho phit hgp v6i nhu ciu nhat 1a khi cin dé cao hay
ha thap mdt c4 nhan.

Khong may cho phdi bd Cathcart, khi doan tau mdi vira d€n Java thi ngudi trudng doan
tif trdn vi bénh lao va xdc 6ng dudc chon ngay tai ddy, sau dé tit cd quay vé Anh.
Ibbetson tuy c6 vé& dugc mot s6 hinh dnh trong chuyé&n di nhung ngai ngung khong
mudn mao hi€m thém mot 14n nita nén khi duge dé nghi di theo phdi bd cia Lord
Macartney nim 1792 thi 6ng tir chdi va ti€n clt ngudi hoc trd minh 12 hoa si William
Alexander.

Vao cudi th€ ky thit 18, Anh qudc 1a nuéc ¢6 mot ham dodi hing hau vao bac nhat th€
gi6i. Su phét trién ky thuat va thuong mai banh truéng khi€n cic qudc Tay phudng cé
nhu ciu di tim nhitng thi trudng méi, trong d6 Trung Hoa 13 d6i tugng hang diu. PE€ c6
thé€ budn ban véi nudc Tau, triéu dinh Anh cho ring khong gi bing thudng thio truc
ti€p vdi Thanh tricu.

Nhiém vu chinh y&u clia phdi doan Macartney 13 1am sao cho triéu dinh Trung Hoa
cdm thdy wa chudng nhitng mén qua ma ho dem dang 1én hoang dé€ va sau dé cho phép
ho md mdt toa lanh sy ngay tai Bic Kinh déng thdi nhin co hoi di qua Trung Hoa dé c¢6
khdo sat tric ti€p chinh xdc hon vé d&€ qudc nay. Thanh thir Macartney dem theo mot
luc lugng hiing hiu bao gom nhiéu chuyén gia khoa hoc, k§ thuat, y khoa, thuc vat ...
va luén cd mot si quan phdo binh, dai uy Henry William Parish, ciing 12 m6t chuyén
vién ban dd, thi€t k&€ va tric dia. Mdi chuyén vién sé& theo nganh nghé clia minh ma thu
lugm tin tdc.

Trudng phdi doan Lord Macartney dit trong tdm cla cong tic 1a ngoai giao va méG rong
thuong mai nén khong quan tim vé viéc ghi nhin cdc bi€n cd trong chuyén di bing
hinh 4nh. Ong chon Thomas Hickey 1a hoa si chinh (official painter) cho phdi doan, con
Alexander chi 12 hoa vién (draughtsman), mdt chitc vu thAp hon hoa si. Ngudi ta cho
ring Macartney da thién vi va c6 y biét dai Hickey vi lic d6 dng nay dang that nghiép.



Nhiéu chuyén d4ng than phién vé dng hoa si nay, ké ca viéc dng ta khong cap gidy biit
cho Alexander mic di kho khong thi€u.

Hai ngudi hoa si ciing bi 13 nhiéu dip d€ ghi lai nhitng hoat cdnh quan trong, ddng ké
nhat 12 khong dudc tham dy trong phdi doan Macartney 1én Nhiét Ha (Jehol) triéu kién
hoang d&€ nha Thanh va khi tré v€ lai phdi di thuyén tir Hing Chau xuéng Quing Pong
nén mat nhiéu dip vé phong c4nh va sinh hoat trén dudng di.

Dip may cho Viét Nam Ia phdi doan c¢6 ghé ngang vinh Tourane tir 25 thidng nim dén
15 thdng 6 ndm 1793 va chinh nhd thé ma ching ta ¢6 dugc mot s6 tranh dnh vé Pang
Trong thoi ky nay. Tru6c khi dén Viét Nam, phdi doan ghé ngang thudc dia Hoa Lan
tai Batavia thuoc Java. Khi d6 thanh phd nay da c6 nhiéu dinh thy xay theo kiu Tay
phuong khong khic gi mot thanh phd & Au chiu. Alexander c¢6 vé lai mot con dudng
véi mot nha thd Calvin nhung ho ciing than phién 1a vi nhiéu kinh dao va dam Iy ti
dong nén rit nhiéu mudi. Ngay 6 thing 4 nim 1793, phdi doan viéng ngdi md cia
Charles Cathcart gin Anjere Point trén ddo Java va Alexander di vé hinh tAm bia nay,
dung 1am phu bdn s6 IX cho cudn A Voyage to Cochinchina.

Ngay 16 thang 5 nim 1793, tau Anh dén linh thd Viét Nam, cip bén Tourane (Da
Néng). Alexander va ngudi trong phéi bo c6 dip dit chan 1én xit Pang Trong. Tuy chi
ghé lai Tourane mot thdi gian ngin nhung phdi doan Anh ciing da ghi lai nhiéu diéu
mit thdy tai nghe, quan trong nhét 13 tic phim Cudc Du Hanh dén Pang Trong® (A
Voyage to Cochinchina) ctia John Barrow, an hanh I1in diu tién nim 1806 dugc nhiéu
hoc gi4 chid y. Ngay sau khi tic phdm nay ra d&i, mot ban dich ra ti€ng Phap (Voyage a
la Cochinchine par les iles de Madere, de Ténériffe et du Cap Verd, le Brézil et I’lle de
Java) bao gdm 2 tip do Malte-Brun dich v in tai Paris nim 1807. Chinh John White,
thuyén trudng ngudi My, cling dwa kha nhiéu vao cudn Cudc Du Hanh dén Pang Trong
dé viét tac phadm A Voyage to Cochinchina (London, 1824) khi 6ng dén Viét Nam viao
nam 1819 va 1820.

Vi chuyén di Trung Hoa dugc nhiéu tic gid nghién citu va chinh nhitng ngudi tham du
trong phai doan ciing quan tim ghi chép tudng tin hon, hau nhu ching ta it ai bi€t dé€n
viéc ngudi Anh di d&én Viét Nam du6i thdi Cdnh Thinh. Tuy nhién, nhitng ghi nhan clia
John Barrow va nhat ky du hanh cla Macartney (Macartney’s Journal), mdt s& thu tir
qua lai va nhat 13 nhitng bifc minh hoa ctia William Alexander cho chiing ta khd nhiéu
chi ti€t vé sinh hoat tai Pang Trong, mic diu nhiéu sy kién lich sit khong hoan toan
chinh xdc (do phdi doan Anh thu thdp tr mot s6 gido si TAy phudng dang s6ng & Pa
Néng vao thai ky do).

® Tuy nhan dé nhu thé nhung trong khodng 437 trang sach, chi c6 117 trang vé Pang Trong (243-360),
phan con lai vi€t vé nhiéu viing khic k& cd Nam My, Nam Phi, Batavia ...



Theo Milton Osborne trong phan gi6i thiéu ban in lai quyén A Voyage to Cochinchina
(Oxford University Press, 1975) thi vi€éc ngudi Anh ghé ngang Tourane cting c¢6 dung y.
Henry Dundas, b6 trudng N6i Vu da chi thi cho Macartney:

o vitong quéc Cochin China tuy nhé bé nhung mau mé kia khéng nhitng tra ma
cd duong cing rdt doi dao, lai xudt cdng véi gid ré hon cdc ving khdc ¢ Pong
hay Tay An. Gid duwong lén cao dén mitc bdo dong tai Au Chdu khéng phdi chi
dnh hudng dén giai cdp thdp vi la mot nhu cdu can thiét cho cudc séng, ma dnh
hudng cda dén thu nhdp qudc gia va néu nhu miic tiéu thy gidm di thi thué danh
vao nhitng mdt hang cé lién quan dén duong cing gidm theo. Chinh diéu nay
khién chiing ta liic nay phdi quan tém dén bat cit quoc gia ndo cé thé cung cdp
duong vdi gid phdi chang.”
Phai bd Macartney biét rat it vé nuSc ta vi mot 1& dé hi€u 1a bdo cdo cda phai bd
Chapman nim 1778 vé6i nhitng chi ti€t quan trong mii t6i 1801 dudc xuat ban. Khi
Chapman dén Viét Nam, nha Tay Son dang thinh va chia Nguyén & vao th€ diét vong
nhung sau 15 nim, nha TAy Son lai trén dudng tan lui trong khi Nguyén Vuong dan dan
khoi phuc dugc co nghiép. Tuy nhién, nhitng ndi ma phdi bd Macartney dit chin dén
van hoan toan thudc linh thd vua Canh Thinh cai tri v qua tudng trinh nay, ching ta
c6 thé bi€t kha nhiéu vé sinh hoat cia Pang Trong néi chung va ddi sdng dudi sy cai tri
cia nha Tay Son ndi riéng.
Nhitng tic phdm ctia hoa si William Alexander — chii d& chinh y&u clia bai viét nay —
da déng gép rat nhiéu, ghi nhin nhitng sinh hoat ma ngudi Anh mit thiy tai nghe.
Nhitng bitc tranh d6 dugc minh hoa bing chi va mau nudc, khic bdn bsi T. Medland.
B4t cit ai khi nhin nhitng dudng nét cia William Alexander ciing phdi tAm tic la rat
linh dong, xting dang véi 13i khen ting cia Milton Osborne cho ring dng 1a “mét trong
nhitng hoa s7 tai ba nhdt hoi cudi thé ky 18 dau thé ky 197 *.

7 Alastair Lamb, The Mandarin Road to Old Hué, 1970 tr. 146-7
8 John Barrow, sdd. tr. xvi
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Bin dd viing vinh Tourane (1793)
(vé theo tai liéu tric dia clia phai by Macartney)

Alastair Lamb, Bristish Missions to Cochin China: 1778-1822 (1961) phu bén giita trang 98-9

11



Hinh 1: Vinh Tourane xa xa ¢4 neo hai chi€c tau Lion va Hindostan (W. Alexander 1793)

Alastair Lamb, The Mandarin Road... (1970) tr. 176
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Hinh 2: Dan chiing d4 cau tai mot lang § Pang Trong (W. Alexander 1793)
Alastair Lamb, The Mandarin Road... (1970) tr. 161
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Hinh 3: Thuyén trén song Fai-fo (Hoi An) (W. Alexander, 1793)
Alastair Lamb, The Mandarin Road... (1970) tr. 176
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NHUNG BUC TRANH CUA W. ALEXANDER VE DANG TRONG

Khong ai c¢6 thé biét dich xdc William Alexander da vé bao nhiéu bifc tranh & Pang
Trong vi mdt s& dugc hoa lai theo nhitng ban phac bing chi, mot sd tdng hop nhiéu
hinh 4nh kh4c nhau & nhiéu noi, va chic chin mot s6 da that lac hay chinh s& hitu chd
ciing khong biét ring day la cdnh hay ngudi § Pang Trong nén khong x&p loai dudc.

Theo chi ti€t trong Catalog ctia Vién Bdo Tang Nghé Thuit Brighton (Art Gallery and
Museums) thi c6 khodng gan 50 btc tranh clia William Alexander vé Pang Trong ting
trit trong suu tip cia Thu Vién An Do thudc Anh va nhiéu bic tranh khdc trong tay
nhirng nha suu tap.

Tuy nhién c6 nhitng bifc tranh dugc nhiéu ngudi bi€t d&€n gidp ching ta rit ra mot s&
chi ti€t va thong tin vé Pang Trong cudi thé ky 18 ma chiing t6i dinh kém trong bién
khdo nay.

Y phuc clia ngudi linh & Pang Trong (Hinh 4) bao gdm mdt khin quin trén diu
(turban), 40 rong (smock frock) va quin (a pair of drawers), thong dung cho cid quin
Tay Son 1in quan chia Nguyén ma Barrow cho ring miéu t4 chinh x4c thuc t&€ & ngoai
doi’. Ciing trén bifc tranh ngudi linh TAy Son, & phia bén trdi ching ta thdy c6 thém
mot ngudi linh cdi tran, tay cAm khién vd mot cip vg chdng ra vé nhu tir biét nhau.
Piém dic biét 12 dudng nhu ho chi c6 mot bo quan 4o 13 tai sdn duy nhat nén khi chia
tay, ngudi chong mang theo cdi 40 con phan ngudi vd 1a chi€c quan. Ching ta ciing
thdy nhitng ngudi linh ndy mang ki€m, hoiic cdp & tay, hoic deo trén vai va deo mot tidi
nhd & thit lung c6 1& 1a tii trdu cau va nhitng mén 1it vit theo théi quen thdi d6.

Trong s6 hinh 4nh dudc gidi thiéu & budi trién 1dm tai Vién Bdo Tang Brighton, c6 ba
biic vé Pang Trong rt dic biét (Hinh 5, 6 va 7). Theo ghi chi trong tap Catalog nay thi
ba tAm c6 lién hé v6i nhau gdm khudn mit mdt ngudi linh deo ki€m (Hinh 5), ¢6 thé 1a
ban nhap dé vé& hinh s 4, mot vién quan nhd (An Inferior Mandarin of Tourane Bay),
tay cAm quat, vai deo tii dung triu (Hinh 6) va mot ti€u déng xach di€u cho 6ng quan
(Piep-bearer to a Mandarin of Tourane). Khuon mit ctia ngudi Pang Trong rin rdi 1a
mot nét dic thit ma William Alexander da ghi nhian dugc. Tuy nhién nhin xét ciia John
Barrow cho ring cdc ngudi ddy t6 niy c6 thé 1a ban ddng tinh luyén 4i (homosexual
companions) clia ngudi chil e ring khong chinh xdc. Loi xdn quan I1én tin dau gobi, chan
hoan toan dé tran khong gidy vd 1a mot dic diém khong phdi chi § nudc ta ma hiu nhu
khip moi noi trong viing Nam A vio thdi d6, tuy mdi nuéc c6 khdc nhau chit dinh.
(Hinh 7)

° John Barrow, sdd. tr. 284
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Hinh 4: Ngudi linh Bang Trong (W. Alexander 1793)
John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochinchina (1806) tr. 284-5
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Hinh 5: Ngudi linh Pang Trong deo ki€m (1793)
William Alexander: An English ... (1981) tr. 21
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Hinh 6: M6t vién quan nhd 6 Bang Trong (1793)
William Alexander: An English ... (1981) tr. 22

Hinh 7: Thiing bé cdp di€u cho quan & Tourane (1793)
William Alexander: An English ... (1981) tr. 23
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Sau mot s& hiu 1Am'® (vi quan T4y Son tudng ddy 13 tu Phdp ciia chia Nguyén dén
tdn cong), cdc quan dia phudng dd md tiéc thét dii phdi doan Anh. Bita tiéc nay tuy néi
16n mot s6 diém la ling v6i ngudi Au Chau nhung quen thudc véi chiing ta.

Khi thdy khong c6 toa nha nao c6 di chd chifa, vién tran thd ra 1énh dung mot cdi rap
bing tre, mdi va chung quanh che 1i€p hay chi€u nhu ki€u & nha qué ngudi ta vin
thudng 1am khi ¢6 gid chap, hoi he. Bén trong rap x€p mot ddy ban c6 gh€ dai mdi bén
ngdi dugc tir 20 dén 24 ngudi. Mdi ngudi duge xEp thia bing sif va diia gb mun hay tre.
Thitc dn gdm di moi loai thit bo, thit heo, c4, gia cAm cit thinh mi€ng nhd nhung
khong dem nu6c hay rugu, chi dn xong mdi mdi rugu dé.

pgn

Trong khi dung bita, mot “phuong cheo” dudc sip dit d€ hat ngay bén canh lién tuc cd
ngay bat ké c6 khach hay khong. Vién trin thii ngdi x&p bing trén chiéu, vira xem vira
hdt thudc, dn trdu, hai bén c6 hai ngudi cAm quat 16ng quat vao."

Khi nghe tin ¢6 thu Anh d&€n Pa Ndng, triéu dinh Cinh Thinh t3 vé ming rd va nhiéu
chi ti€t khdc cho thdy nha TAy Son rdt mong méi mua dudc thu be, sing dan clia bén
ngoai d€ ddi phé vé6i chia Nguyén Anh cang lic cang de doa. Keém theo thu cda vua
Cénh Thinh, cdc quan ta da tang cho ngudi Anh 10 con triu, 50 con heo, khodng 300 ga
vit cuing cdc loai trdi cdy, bi rg, ca (brinjalls), hanh va dd loai rau ¢4 khac.

...Nhitng mén hang tuoi nay dugc chd bing bé chay budm, di trude la mot doan
thuyén cheo tay, trang tri bang nhitng hinh vé mau meé va cdc logi co quat. Dai sit
Anh (titc Macartney) phiic ddp kem theo mot khdu siing hai nong vdi di cdc phu
tung, mot doi sung ngdn bang dong vdi ludi 16, mot thanh kiém thép, va vai tdm

. . 2 A . 12
vdi len cung vdi kho réng mau do ...

Trong 14 thu thit hai, vua Cdnh Thinh dé nghi ngudi Anh budn ban va ting cho ho mot
ddi nga voi, mudi thiing tiéu va khodng 3000 thiing gao, tinh ra trén mot trim tan. Hai
bén ti€n thém mot bude 1a s& cé mot budi gip gd chinh thiic dinh vio ngdy mong 4
thang 6 nam 1793 (tinh ra la ngay 24 thang 4 nim Qui Sttu) 1a ngay sinh nhit cua
hoang d€, hom d6 dic biét s& c6 mot ngay hdi 16n d€ té 1ong hi€u khach.

D& ti€p khach, quan lai Pang Trong dung mot cdi rap thit 16n, cot biing tre, phi c6t che
vdi day ddng thdi diéu dong mot doi linh tic tryc kém theo mot s& voi chién khién
ngudi Anh ciing e dé va phdi dua vio bén hai thuyén budm (brigs) loai nhd d€ néu xay
ra bat tric thi con c¢6 phuong tién rit lui. Ban danh cho phdi doan Anh dugc phd khin
va don dao nia theo ki€u T4y phuong thay vi bat diia nhu bita tiéc 1an trudc.

" Truge day ngudi Anh da tu ¥ di lai trong khu vire d€ do dac viing bién (surveying) vinh Pa Ning nén
da bi quan ta phin ddi (John Barrow, sdd. tr. 291)

' Sdd. tr. 288

12 John Barrow, sdd. tr. 290-91
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Diéu xung khic duy nhat c6 1& 1a van dé 1€ nghi. Vién tran thi Quiang Nam mudn phai
doan Anh lam 1& khiu diu tru6c mot tAm truSng bing lua vang viét nién hiéu C4nh
Thinh tugng trung cho vua Tay Son hay it nhat ciing cdi chio vién dai thin ngdi x&p
bing thay mit cho triéu dinh nhung ngudi Anh 13 di va tu y di vao chd ngdi.

Ong quan d6 té vé khé chiu khi ngudi Anh khong chiu khau ddu nén ciing khong quan
tam 1im khi mdi vién chiic dugc gidi thiéu tén va chic vu va chi siing sot khi dé cap
dé&n Pai Uy Parish thudc phdo binh 1a ngudi “ddm trdch viéc dieu khién cdc logi than
cong”" d biét triéu dinh TAy Son rit quan tAm dén vi khi ciia Ty phuong. Viéc
khié&n phdi doan Anh chi y nhat 12 mot budi dién tudng ngay trong bita tiéc. Sau day la
miéu ta ctia phai doan Macartney:

o0 phia cudi ciia tod nha mét phuong tuong dang & khiic gita mot hai kich lich sit
nhung khi chiing t6i duoc xép chd ngéi thi ho ngung lai, tién dén trudc mdt qui va
lay chin lan, cong viéc ma ho coi nhu chiing téi rdt khiém 1 khi khong chiu lay
biic truéng va vién quan. Sau dé ho tré vé tiép tuc trinh dién sudt thoi gian chiing
t6i & dé vita on do, vita ndo nhiét.

Ngay hom dé troi néng, trong béng rdm ngoai troi nhiét ké chi 81 do (Farenheit)
va it ra cing phdi thém 10 do nita J trong rap, lai thém ddm dong chen chiic
nhau xem nguoi la, tiéng chiéng trong dm 3, ken sdo inh 6i qud thuc hét sicc khé
chiu nén chi danh c6 gdng chii tdm vao vé kich cho qua dugc mot chiit.

Man ddng nhé nhdt va ciing it én ao nhdt ciia vé tudng la mét dodn khiic do ba
phuy nit trinh dién dé givp vui cho nguoi dao chinh mdc nhu kiéu mot hoang hdu
thoi xua ngdi xem, trong khi mot hoan quan gia, dn mdc rdt di hom ra lam tro hé
nhu trong mot hai kich Harlequin.

Loi dbi thogi trong phan nay khdc hdn 16i ké 1€ don diéu va rén ri ciia Trung
Hoa, nhe nhang vui vé, thinh thodng cdt qudng bdang nhiing khiic hdt va dugc cd
bon phu hoa theo.

Nhiing khiic hat dé, khéng chudt loc nhu cdc diéu khdc, duong nhu da dugc soan
sdn, dugc trinh bay theo tiing nhip ...

Theo phéi doan Anh thi ba phu nit “phé dién dugc hinh ddng thanh thodt trong mot diéu
miia cdu ky mdc dau it chii trong dén buée chan”"*, dién ta bing nhiéu dong tic ding ci
diu, than minh, tay rt nhip nhang theo diéu nhac. Chinh vi khong thay mot diéu mia
nao clia ngudi Trung Hoa nén ngudi Anh cho ring cdc vii diéu ho dudc thudng thic &
Pang Trong 13 cla riéng ngudi Viét c6 thé bit ngudn tir An b4. (Hinh 8)

Budi hit tudng & Pang Trong khong ban vé vio cifa ma ganh hit dugc trd mot khodn
tién nhat dinh, hodc cé khi dién ngodi trdi cho cong ching. Thay vi chi vd tay khen

13 overseer of the great guns (tr. 294)
' the three Cochinchinese graces displayed their fine slender shapes in the mazy dance, in which,
however, the feet were the least concerned (John Barrow, sdd. tr. 296)
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ngdi sudng, khdn gid ném tién vao cho va chinh vi th€ vién quan dua cho phdi doan
Anh mot xau vai trim ddng tién d€ thudng cho dao kép.

Vi ngay 4 thdng 6 12 mot ngay dai 1& cia xi& Pang Trong nén khidp ndi chd nao ciing c6
hdi he. Nhitng ngudi Anh rd nhau di khip noi xem hdi, chd thi tré em d4 banh bing
bong béng (bladder), chd thi thi nhdy qua sao ngang, chd khdc d4 ga con tré con thi
choi chim hay choi d€ va dau dau ciing c6 ngudi danh bai hay bing tho 10.

C4nh vui nhon nhit ma phdi doin Anh ghi nhin 1A mdt dim thanh nién d4 ciu
(shuttlecock) qua lai bing g6t chdn ma ho cho ring rit khéo 1éo (Hinh 2). Ham trudng
Mackintosh ciing dé cip d&n sy nhanh nhen va manh mé clia ngudi Pang Trong khi
diing chian d4 tring hAm mot thuy thi khi tudng c6 thé danh bai y bing mon quyén Anh
(boxing).

... Trong khi nguoi thuy thuy von von dé tim mot diém chinh xdc danh mot cii diit
diém dich thii thi nguoi Pang Trong kia chi nhe rdng cudi roi bdt ngo tung chadn
da mot cui that manh, sau dé thdan nhién quay di dé ga thuy thii ngdn ngo va tiéng
cudi ché nhao vui vé ciia dam dong ...

Ngudi Anh ciing ghi nhan mot théi x4u clia ngudi Pang Trong 1a hay tim cdch 14y trdm
nhitng mén 14t vit nhu khin tay, kho4 thit lung ... va nhitng mén db kim loai néu xin
khong dugc. '® Théi xau d6 khién phdi doan Anh liic ndo ciing phai dé phong k€ ca khi
cdc vién chic triéu dinh 1én thim tau cda ho.

> While the sailor was squaring his arms and manoeuvring and looking for the exact spot where he
should hit his antagonist a knock-down blow, the Cochinchinese, while grinning in his face, very coolly
turned up his heel and, giving him a hard and totally unexpected kick in the jaw, walked away with great
composure, leaving the astonished sailor to the laughter and merriment of the crowd. John Barrow, sdd.
tr. 298

16 John Barrow, sdd. tr. 298-99. Alastair Lamb, The Mandarin Road to Old Hue, tr. 162. Tuy nhi€n viéc
tim cdch 14y nhitng mén d6 nho nhd nay c6 1& khong phai vi tinh tham lam ma chi vi td mo hay tinh
nghich — tinh ldu c4 thudng thdy & din chiing giai cAp binh dan. Trong mot doan khdc, Macartney lai
khen nggi tinh hi€u khéch clia nhitng quan lai ngudi Viét. These Mandarins appeared to them (céc vién
chifc phdi doan Anh lén mua thuc phdm, trai cAy tai chd, chd thich clia tic gid) a very civilized race, as
they not only gave them a good dinner but introduced them to their wives. They have a good deal of
conversation with them, and seemed much surprised that the English should know so much of their history
and concerns, as appeared in our ghentlemen’s discourse to them. They were all well dressed in long silk
habits, were carried in handsome palankeens to their houses, which were at some distance from the
village. Alastair Lamb, sdd. tr. 161
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Hinh 8: Hat tudng & Pang Trong (W. Alexander 1793)
John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochinchina (1806) tr. 296-97
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Mot bic tranh khédc ciing ddng d€ y v& modt nhém ngudi Pang Trong (Hinh 9). Tuy
miéu t4 mdt ddm hon chuc ngudi nhung thyc ra 13 nhitng hinh 4nh tiéu biéu nhit ma
William Alexander nhin thdy, dai dién cho nhiéu ting 16p khdc nhau, nhiéu hang ngudi
dugc minh hoa ciing mdt cdnh. Nhitng hinh dnh d6 gitip ching ta hinh dung r5 rang hon
nhitng gi phdi doan Anh di thdy. Bifc tranh bao gdm 11 ngudi trong d6 c¢é ba ngudi
linh, mot ngudi deo guom ding phia sau, hai ngudi ngdi ding trude. Mot ngudi c6 vé
chifc quyén ddi nén rong, vai deo tdi tuong ty nhu bitc hinh 6ng quan (Hinh 6) & trén.

Vi khi hau, vi dinh dudng ... ngudi Pang Trong da dé hoi thd vA mau sim nhu ngudi Ma
Lai, c6 th6i quen nhai triu bém bém, nhudm ring den nén ciing khong con hoan toan
tuw nhién nira.

V& tinh tinh, ngudi Pang Trong vui vé d& chiu va néi luén miéng, khac véi ngudi Trung
Hoa ludn luén nghiém nghi suy tinh. Piém khéc biét quan trong 13 ngudi Tau khong
giao viéc gi quan trong cho phu nit, trdi lai 6 Pang Trong dan ba lai 1a nguGi dong vai
trd chinh y&u trong gia dinh. Tuy bi coi nhe va nhiéu cAm dodn nhung dan ba Trung
Hoa vin phdi 1am nhiéu viéc cuc nhoc, trong khi dan ba x( ta ciing cdi mé thodi mdi
khong khédc gi dan ong va chi lam nhitng viéc doi héi kién nhin, khéo 1éo va ddm
duong viéc thuong mai.'” Pan ba Viét Nam dugc miéu ti 12 manh dé, duyén ddng, tinh
tinh vui vé va linh dong, khong nhu ngudi Trung Hoa c6 vé 1am 1i, G ril.

DPan ba Pang Trong ciing 1am c4 nhitng viéc khdc nhu sita sang nha cira, chéo thuyén
trén song, mang hang hod, phaAm vat ra chg ban, ddnh sdi, dét vai, nhudém mau va may
quan do0. Pan dng thanh nién thi da s6 & trong quan ddi, chi con mot s§ it lam nhitng
cong viéc khé khin nhu 14y t8 yén, ddnh c4, chit cdy, stta tau beé ... n6i chung 13 nhitng
viéc tuy ning nhoc nhung ban thdi gian va con thi git rdnh d€ vui chdi.

Ciing theo tudng thuit clia phdi doan Anh, vé tinh duc ngudi dan Pang Trong khd dé
dai trong viéc ti€p xiic vdi khdch la — twvong tu nhu nhitng miéu t3 vé nhitng hi€n ting
clia mot s& dan hdi ddo cho khich du lich. Trong nhiéu sdch vé khdc clia ngudi Phip
viét vé nuéc ta thdi ky hau ban thé ky 19 ciling c6 nhitng trao ddi tuong ty nén chiing ta
c6 thé tin ring phong tuc, tip quin clia ngudi Viét Nam di thay d6i kha nhiéu trong
khodng 100 nim qua, nhit 1a & Pang Trong, khong khit khe nhu ngay nay.

Pan ba miic 4o dai thung thinh, thudng 12 mau xanh hay mau niu, xuéng dén giita dui
va mic quin ciing rit rong. Ngudi Viét khong di v6 hay di gidy nhung nhitng ngudi &
giai cip cao thi di dép. Vao ngay hdi he hay nhitng dip dic biét, dan ba mic ba bon

" We observed them day after day, and from morning till night, standing in the midst of pools of water, up
to the knees, occupied in the transplanting of rice. In fact, all the labours of tillage, and the various
employments connected with agriculture, seem to fall to the share of the female peasantry; whilst in
Turon, to the management of domestic concerns, add the superintendance of all the details of commerce.
John Barrow, sdd. tr. 303
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chi€c 40, mau khic nhau va chiéu dai cling kh4c nhau, cdi ngdn nhat & ngoai cling. Téc
ho néu khong bdi thanh bii trén dau thi d€ xoa sau lung, thudng dai chaim dat.

Y phuc dan 6ng ciing khong khdc dan ba bao nhiéu nhung thudng chi 1a 40 cdnh, quin
dai. M6 s6 ngudi doi khin quin trén diu, ngudi khic doi nén hay mii kiu khic nhau
nhung phan nhiéu déu che dudc mit d€ nidng khéi in da va vi thé ngudi Pang Trong
ciing hay mang du lam bing gidy ban day, hay nén dan biing 14, hodc quat t€t bing
16ng chim.

Chinh vi khong coi viéc dn & 12 quan trong (nhu ngudi Au Chau) nén khi nio c6 thé 1a
ngudi Viét cdi tran, khong ngai ngling gi cd. Trong hinh vé ta ciing thdy hai ngudi dan
ong ddnh cd rdt thodi méi, ngudi dan ba (c6 dita con & bén canh) ciing d€ hd nguc'®.
Tré con tran trudng cho d&n khi by tdm tudi mdi mic quan 4o.

'® trong mot s6 hinh dnh vé& ngudi Pang Trong diu thé ky 19 khi ngudi Phiap méi qua, chiing ta ciing thiy
mot s6 dan ba § Hoi An dé€ nguc trin chitng té viéc in mic clia ngudi Viét thdi ky d6 khong gidng nhur
ngay nay. Nhi€u vuong qudc Ian cin ciing thé va chi dén gifta th& ky 19, vua Xiém La mdi ha chi€u bit
dan ba che nguc vi di c6 khd dong ngudi ngoai qudc sinh song tai Bangkok. Quan 40 bé chit clia ngudi
TAy phuong ciing gy nhiéu tranh ludn va & nudc ta hién nay cdc loai quin 4o rong rii thodi mdi vin
dudc wa chudng, nhat 12 khi & trong nha hay sinh hoat thon xém.
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Hinh 9: M6t nhém ngudi Pang Trong (W. Alexander 1793)
John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochinchina (1806) tr. 308-9
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Khi dé cap dén thuyén be & Pang Trong (Hinh 10), John Barrow khong khdi than phuc
vé k¥ thuit déng tau clia ngudi Viét. Nhitng thuyén cheéo tay qud 1a dep, dai tir 50 dén
80 feets (15 d&€n 24 mét), nhiéu cdi chi gdm 5 manh van ghép lai, mdi mi€ng chay tir
dau nay dé&n dau kia, mong khit khao gin v6i nhau biing dinh gb va budc chit bing lat
tre ma khong can phdi diing d€n da gb. Miii thuyén ning 1én khd cao, duc cham thanh
hinh rong rin va trang tri bing hinh v& hay thép vang."” Thuyén ciing c6 cot d€ treo ¢
va dudi nheo, cic loai dén hay long dé chiing td dia vi clia ngudi trén thuyén dung tai
hai mfii thuyén.

Nhitng thuyén dugc ding dé budn ban doc theo bd bién, di 14y t§ yén & ngoai ddo
Hoang Sa (Paracels) thi rat nhiéu kiéu kh4c nhau, c4i thi giong nhu thuyén tam ban clia
Trung Hoa, c6 mdi che lam thinh mot cdi nha d€ sinh song, cdi thi giong nhu thuyén
buém M3 Lai. Thuong nhin ngoai qudc thi déng thuyén gidong nhu thuyén budn clia
ngudi Tau (junks), ki€u cdch khong thich hdp cho tau chi€n, chim nhung chic chin,
chii thu ciing 14 tai cong, thuy thi va nhitng ghe d6 chia thanh nhiéu khoang d€ dung
hang.

V& thuyén chién clia Pang Trong thdi TAy Son, phdi bd Anh ghi nhan 1a ¢6 cdi ti€n
than tau phan chim du6i nudc nhung ciu tric bén trén (cot budm, budm va trang bi) thi
van gilt nguyén. Tuy nhién viéc thay th€ mdt s6 bd phan trude kia bing gd nay bing tre
da khi€n cho ngudi Au Chau phai than phuc vi chién thuyén biy gid nhe hon ma cong
ning vin nhu cii.”

1 John Barrow, sdd. tr. 318-9
20 John Barrow, sdd. tr. 321
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Hinh 10: Thuyén bé trén song Hoi An (W. Alexander 1793)
John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochinchina (1806) tr. 320-21
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Vé tin ngudng clia nuéc ta thdi ky d6, ngudi din Pang Trong sdng hoa hop vdi thién
nhién, coi nhitng gi ho dugc hudng 12 an sling tir trdi dat (Hinh 11). DU 1a lda méi, trai
cdy dau mia, cuc dudng, 14 trdu ... ciing dudc thanh kinh dit 1én nhitng trang, ban thg
détaon. N gudi Anh thudt lai nhu sau:

Tir trén thuyén cdp bén mdt budi hoang hon ruc ré, tai mot thung ling nhé & phia
bdc vinh Touron, téi nhin thdy mét nguoi mdc do mau vang dai chdm dat, dau
tran cqo nhdn thin, budc di voi ddy vé thanh tém dén trudc mot cdy to tod tdn
rong, theo sau la mét nhém dan qué. Khi dén goc cdy ho dimg lai.

Trén canh chinh ciia cdy da (Ficus Indica) t6i nhin thdy mét cdi long dan, hai
cdanh cita mé budc chdt vao hai canh cdy. Bén trong la mot tuong Phdt g6 cing
hinh ddng va kiéu ngoi nhu tai cdc dén & Trung Hoa. Pita tré di hdu nha su ding
bén canh cam mét dia dung than dang chdy.

Mot nguoi nha qué dem lai mot chiéc thang tre, dung vao cdy va mot nguoi khdc
tréo lén dé vao trong cdi trang, ngay trudc pho tuong, hai bdat com, mot chén
duong, mot chén mudi. Nha suw khi dé ngdng dau lén troi, hai tay dang ra, ldm
bdm gi dé trong khi nguoi vdc chiéc thang lai qui xudng lay chin lan trén ddt nhu
tuc 1¢ ciia nguoi Trung Hoa. Mot s6 dan ba tré con ding xa xa, vi ho khong dugc
lai gdn, mdc ddu ni su nghe ndi rdt thong thuong tai xit nay, va cé 1é han ché dé
khéng phdi vi tinh phdi ...>'
Chiing ta c6 thé dodn ring pho tugng dudng nhu 1a mdt tugng thd dia va 18 tuc — tuy
miéu td nhu mot nha su thuc hién — nhung c6 1& 12 mot loai “6ng dao” rat phd bién &
trong Nam, vira 1a nha tu, vira 1a dao si, kiém nghé thay phép trir ta bit ma. Sy pha tron
nhiéu hinh thifc ton gido 1an trong phong tuc nhu th€ vin con hién hitu tai mot s6 viing
qué Viét Nam.
Pa&i v6i ngudi Au Chau theo ton gido doc than tir nhiéu thé ky, viéc thd cing dd moi
thit — tlr goc ciy dén ting d4 theo ki€u vii tif phuong — d& bi coi 12 mé tin nhung trén
mdt y nghia nao d6 thi cling n6i 1én su gin bé clia con ngudi v6i khung cdnh ma minh
dang song.

2 John Barrow, sdd. tr. 328-9
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Hinh 11: Dang 1& vit dAu mua & Pang Trong (W. Alexander 1793)
John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochinchina (1806) tr. 328-29
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KET LUAN

Ngoai nhitng nghién citu vé Pang Trong, phdi bd Macartney khong thu hoach dugc gi
khdc trong viéc giao thuong véi nuéce ta thdi ky d6. Ho chi 1am mot s6 khdo sat vé hang
hdi & mot s6 hon ddo, nhAt 1a nhitng dia danh ma B4 Pa Loc thay mit chda Nguyén
nhugng cho Phdp trong hiép udc Versailles 1787. Pidu dé& hiéu 1a Viét Nam dang trong
th€ tuwong tranh va tinh hinh chua ngi ngii vé dau. Macartney, trudng phdi doan cling
tha'y Viét Nam 12 mot qudc gia nhd trong khi vién tudng cé thé thuong thio vdi Trung
Hoa to 16n hon nhiéu nén khong c6 y dinh tim cdch budn bin véi triéu dinh Cinh
Thinh. Sau khi thit bai tai Trung Hoa, Macartney dinh quay tr§ vé Pang Trong d€ vét
vét phan nio nhung vi chién tranh méi xdy ra § Au Chau nén du tinh nay phai huy bd.

Phai néi ring ngudi Anh tuong d6i cé thién cdm véi Viet Nam hon ngudi Phdp, nhitng
nhan xét clia ho tuy khong khdi trich thugng nhung it ra cling né nang hon cic gido si
Phdp dén truyén dao — va ciing khong qua tham lam, chd truong chi€m nudc ta dé truc
1gi. Chinh phu t4 clia Macartney 13 Sir George Staunton ciing mudn bén cho triéu dinh
Canh Thinh sting 6ng, dan dugc va tau chi€n d€ tin trang quan ddi va néu tinh hinh 6n
dinh hon, nudc ta hdi d6 ¢ thé di trd thanh mot trung tAm thuong mai qudc té:

Xét Pang Trong (Cochin-China) trén binh dién téng qudt, thi noi ddy qud la
tuyét voi cho viéc thuong mai. Vi tiép cdn véi Trung Hoa, Bdc Ha (Tung-quin),
Nhdt Ban, Cambodia, Xiém La, Phi Ludt Tdn, Bornéo, Sumatra, va Malacca, noi
day qud la giao luu ciia moi quéc gia vita dé dang, viva gan gii. Nhiing hdi cdng
rdt thudn tién doc theo ven bién, nhdt la hdi cing Pa Ning (Turon), la mét hiu
phitong an toan cho tau bé bat cit loai nao trong nhitng mia bdo tdp l6n dén dau

chdng nita W2

Mot diéu quan trong nita néu giao thiép véi ngudi Anh 1a Viét Nam c6 uvu di€m rit to
16n. D6 12 trong vai trd phién thudc bac nhat cda Trung Hoa sau khi phdi bd Quang
Trung sang triéu cin vua Can Long, cdc loai hang hod budn bdn vdi nha Thanh déu
dudc mién thu€. Chinh sidch giao thuong md rong sé& bi€n nudc ta thanh trung gian dé
ngoai quc dem hang vao Trung Hoa, vira ki€m sodt dugc toan bo khu vyc bién dong,
vira khi€n cho khong nuéc nao dom ngé. Ciing trong tudng trinh clia Staunton c6 doan
sau day:

...Vi can c6 noi neo tau khi miia gié tdy nam nén nguoi Phdp cang thém tha thiét,
mot khi chiém dugc ddo Callao (Cit lao Cham) thé nao ciing tim cdch chiém mot
dia diém gan dé trén dat lien & Pang Trong. Bo bién noi ddy cé rdt nhiéu song
ngoi cé thé di lai dugc. Vao mia bén db phdi dén vai tram thuyén budn, trong tdi
tix bon muoi dén mot tram ndam muoi tan tiv khdp cdc hdi cdng & Trung Hoa
thuong ghé xuéng Pang Trong mua hang, chii yéu la cau va duong, riéng duong

2 Nhan dinh ctia Phé Trudng Phdi Poan Anh Staunton trong An Authentic Account of An Embassy from
the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of China, London (1797) tr. 354 (trich lai theo Alastair Lamb:
The Mandarin Road to Old Hué (London, 1970) tr. 153
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ciing da dén 40,000 tdn mébi nam. Ho trd cho hang nay mot s’ it la san phdm ciia
Tau nhung chinh yéu la bang bac.

Khodng cdch giita hai quéc gia rdt ngdn, néu thudn gié thi chi mdt bén ndm
ngay, va vi cdc thuyén dé roi bén chi dem thuyén khong, xem ra ciing tién cho ho
néu mang theo tra hay cdc mdt hang ma nguoi Au Chdu wa chudng lam hang
chuyén sang Pang Trong.

Chiing ti ciing biét rdng nhitng hang hod dem tit phién thudc trén chinh nhiing
thuyén be ciia ho thi khong bi Trung Hoa ddnh thué, cé 1€ nguoi Phdp ciing biét
thé nén ho mdi tinh todn viéc déng ché tai bo bién Cochin-china dé mua dugc
hang ciia nguoi Tau véi gid ré hon nhitng nguoi ngoai quéc khdc mua tric tiép
tai nude nay, noi ma thué quan va chi phi, tinh dé doéng vao khodng 10,000 bdng
cho mdi chuyén tau va néu loai duge chi phi nay thi ban & Au Chéau gid phdi ha
hon.

Hon nita, vi mdu dich ciia nguoi ngoai quéc bi déng khung & Qudng Chdu nén
canh tranh cang thém gay gdt, néu nhu chd hang bing chinh thuyén ciia nguoi
Tau tir khdp cdc bén ciia ho dén Pang Trong sé lai cang tién hon, nhdt la vi thé
ma hang hod Au Chdu theo cdch dé cé thé dén moi bén cdng ciia Trung Hoa chit
khong phdi chi dén Qudng Chdu ma théi.

Trude khi (ching ta) cé thé giao thiép vdi triéu dinh Trung Hoa mdt cdch théan
cdn hon dé logi trir viéc ganh dua nay va dem hang hod vao khdp moi noi trén
lanh thé dé qudc nay thi viéc mua dugc hang ciia ho va ban cho ho hang Au
Chdu qua tay chinh nguoi ciia ho van la mét phuong thiic an toan va cé lgi, ciing
tién hon cho ho hon la viéc nguoi ngoai quéc triic tiép giao thiép nhu hién nay.

Néu nhitng quan thiét nay cé thé dem lai lgi diém cho viéc thiét lGp mot trii s6
cho mot quéc gia Au Chdu & Pang Trong thi dé phdi la Anh qudc béi vi, bén
canh viéc c6 thé bdan dugc hang hod cho chinh déan ciia nuéc nay thi cdc thudc
dia cia Anh ¢ An Pé cing lai la mot thi truong ddng ké cho viéc tiéu thu cdc
hang hod ciia ho.”

Tuy nhién, viéc nhin thdy cdc vu diém dé doi hdi nhitng nha 1anh dao sing sudt biét
nhin xa trong rong, c6 hi€u biét vé bang giao qudc t&. Tiéc thay khi d6 tinh hinh nuéc
ta lai roi vao cdnh phan tranh, ndi bd nha Tay Son ciing khong doan k&t va sau khi
thong nhit giang son cdc vua triéu Nguyén lai ti€n hanh chinh sdch b& quan tod cing.
Né&u ti€n hanh dugc mot cdi td kinh t&€ va chinh tri trong thdi ky d6, Viét Nam di c6
mot vi tri hoan toan khac hin, di tru6c moi qudc gia 14n can ké ca Nhat Bin, Xiém La.

Thé nhung d6 chi 12 mot gid thi€t md dau bing chit “néu”. Co hoi lich st ddu c6 may
khi dén hai l1an.

Thang 1 nim 2006

2 Staunton, sdd. tr. 374-6 (trich lai theo Alastair Lamb, sdd. tr. 153-4)

31



TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

_O_

. Barrow, John. A Voyage to Cochinchina. Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University

Press, 1975 (in lai theo ban goc 1806)

. Brighton Borough Council. William Alexander, An English Artist in Imperial

China. Brighton, 1981

. Buttinger, Joseph. The Smaller Dragon: A Political History of Vietnam.

Frederick A. Praeger, 1966

. Lamb, Alastair. Bristish Missions to Cochinchina: 1778-1822. (Journal of the

Malayan Branch Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 34, Part 3 & 4 — Nos. 195 & 196)
Kuala Lumpur: Printcraft Ltd, 1961

-------------------- . The Mandarin Road to Old Hué. London: Chatto & Windus,

. Phan Khoang. Viér Sit xit Pang Trong. TP HCM: Vian Hoc, 2001

. Phan Phat Huon. Viér Nam Gido Sit . Calif: Cttu Thé Tung Thu, 1997

. Taboulet, Georges. La Geste Francaise en Indochine (Tome I). Paris: Librairie

d’Amérique et d’Orient, 1955

32



