Tran Huy Liéu
Ching ta da nhat tri vé viéc nhan dinh Phan-Thanh-Gian

Cho dén hém nay, ching téi vén ké tiép nhdn dudc nhiing bai cua cdc ban doc gui dén
phé phan vé Phan-thanh-Gian, nhung nhiing tai liéu va y kién ciing khéng cé gi khac vdi
nhitng bai da dang. Ching téi rdt hoan nghénh cac ban da sét sdng tham gia cudc khao
ludn, dac biét la nhitng y kién déu hdu nhu nhét tri ca. Vi vdy, chung téi dé nghi cudc
binh ludn vé Phan-thanh-Gian dén day la két thic va chung téi dang bai sau day cua
ddng chi Trén-huy-Liéu cé tinh cdch nhu mét bai téng két.

Toa soan NGHIEN CUU LICH SU

TU khi Tap chi Nghién cuu lich surdé ra viéc binh luan mét s6 nhan vat lich sir, qua Hé-quy-Ly,
Nguyén-trudng-To, Luu-vinh-Phic cho dén Phan-thanh-Gian, khdng an nao bang lan nay, nhiing ban
tham gia cudc thao luan, mdc dau cé nhitng khia canh khac nhau, nhung vé can ban déu nhat tri 6
cho két an t6i nhan cda lich sur. Trong nhiing bai ma chidng t6i nhan dugc, c6 bai dang nguyén van,
c6 bai trich ddng va mot s6 bai xin mién dang, nhung nhiéu tac gia da cé nhitng dan chirng gidng
nhau va hoa chung mot thir tiéng cdo giac ngudi da déng vai “tich cuc” trong viéc lam mat ba tinh
mién D6ng Nam-ky va sau d6 la ba tinh mién Tay Nam-ky. Diéu dang chu y la: trong qua trinh thao
luan, hai ban Chuang-Thau va Bang-huy-Van, trong cho khéng ngg, da trg nén “d6i tugng” cho mét
loat sting ban vao chi vi hai ban con ¢ cho chua “dat khoat” vé tinh cdm vdi ho Phan! M6t diéu nita
cling dang chl y la: trong s6 ngudi gui bai téi tham gia thao luan |Ién an Phan-thanh-Gian c6 déng du
ca cac ban mién Bac va mién Nam. Thi ra, néu chlng ta xudt phat tr mét 18p trudng giéng nhau thi
ching ta sé di tdi mot két luan giong nhau. Culc thao luan nay da chdng minh nhu vay.

La mot nguai viét bai cudi cling, toi con phai ndi gi thém nifa? Toi khéng mubn nhac lai nhiing tai liéu
ma cac ban da dan ra va nhitng y ki€n ma cac ban da phat biéu; ma qua cudc thao luan, t6i mudn dé
ra mot vai nét I6n trong nhitng diém nhan dinh chung.

biéu th nhat ma chdng t6i nhan thay la: Trong khi binh luan mét nhan vat lich s nao, chidng ta
phai dat ngudi dy vao hoan canh lich str lic dy. Ching ta khong doi hdi nhitng ngudi song xa thai dai
ching ta, khong cuing mot giai cap vai ching ta, cling phai cd mot lap truGng tu tudng nhu chidng ta.
Nhung d€ danh gid ho, ching ta chi cdn xem tu tudng va hanh ddng clia ho c6 phu hgp v6i nguyén
vong va Igi ich clia dong dao nhan dan duang thdi khong? Co theo chiéu hudng tién Ién cla thai dai
khong? Da4i v8i Phan-thanh-Gian hoi ay, ching ta khong doi Phan phai thoat ly y-thc-hé clia giai cap
phong ki€n. Nhung trong khi nhitng nhan si yéu nudc trong giai cdp phong ki€n va dong dao nhan
dan kién quyét danh Tay dé gilr I8y nudc, tha chét khdng lam nd 18 thi Phan trudc sau van theo chiéu
huéng dau hang, tir ky nhugng ba tinh mién D(“)ng dén ky nerdng ba tinh mién Tay. Phan trudc sau
van rdi vao that bai chd nghia, phan lai nguyén vong va quyen Igi t6i cao clia dan toc, clia nhan dan.
Tuy vay, trong s6 cac ban tham gia thao luan, van con co ban khong phu nhan toi 16i cla Phan,
nhung van mudn “gidm nhe téi cho Phan mét bac” '’ . Trudc toa an lich s, vi “trang su bat dac di”
dy vién cd rang: chi truong dau hang khong phai riéng gi ho Phan, ma la ca giai cap phong kién ndi
chung, ma ngudi dirng dau la vua Tu-duc, cling nhu Nam-ky va toan bd dat nudc bi mat vao tay gidc
Phap con vi nhiéu duyén cd khac, dau phai chi vi may chit ky cla Phan-thanh-Gian. Vay chdng ta co
muon két an thi phai két an giai cap phong ki€n ma thu pham phai la Tu-dlrc. Con Phan-thanh-Gian
chi la tong pham thoi.

L&i bao chita cta vi “trang su” ké trén cd ly khong, cé ding viing dugc khdng? Ching ta khong pha
nhan giai cdp phong ki€n nha Nguyéen hoi ay da hét sir mang lich sir va duong di theo chiéu hudng
thoa hiép va dau hang. Nhung mot su’ thuc ma ching ta khong dugc phép chdi cai la: trén budc
dudng phan héa, chinh trong giai cdp phong kién Itc dy cling con cé phai chu chién va phai chd hoa
(nghia la phai dau hang). Chua ndi dén su cd Itc dy: gidc Phap mdi dé chan dén Nam-ky, cac tang
I6p nhan dan ducng hdng hai danh gidc ciu nudc; ma ngay chinh Tu-di’c, mét tén vua phai ding
“trudc vanh méng ngua” vé téi lam mat nudc ta, cling tir cho lung chirng dén cho dau hang, chd
chua phai da can tdm dang nudc cho giac ngay tir dau. Néu ngay nay, trudc tirng sy kién lich sir phai
tim ra trach nhiém, céi gi cling d6 chung cho giai cdp phong kién theo 16i “hdm ba 13" ca, vay thi thé
nao dé phan biét nhitng ngudi yéu Td qudc, theo chinh nghia, giét gidc cltu nudc véi nhitng ké hang
gidc dang nudc cho gidc? Lam thé nao dé& phan biét nhitng ngudi gilr thanh chét theo thanh nhu
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Nguyén-tri-Phuong, Hoang-Diéu, Nguyén-thic-Nhan v.v... véi nhitng ngudi dang thanh hién dat cho
gidc theo ki€u Phan-thanh-Gian? Khdng. Chua ndi dén ban an lich si mudn ddi; du ludn nhan dan
duang thdi bi€u hién trong tdm chir dé ¢& cla dan quan Tan-an Go-cdng ma thu linh 13 Truong-Dinh
cling d3 rd rang 1am. N6 két an giai cap phong ki€én ma triéu dinh Hué 1a dai dién d3 “bo dan” va ké
truc ti€p phu trach la Phan-thanh-Gian, Lam-duy-Hiép da ky nhugng dat nudc cho gidc. Du ludn nhan
dan rat sang su6t ciing nhu ban an rat cong minh. Néu vi “trang su” nao con mudn bao chira cho
mot bi cdo da bi bdt qua tang tlr non mot trdm nam trudc thi chi 1a tén cong vo ich!

NGi cing ma nghe, ngay dén Tu-dlic, mot nguGi dirng dau trong hang ghé bj cdo, da cé than: “Theo
ho thi c6 nudc nhu khong, da chiu nhuc ma ddi ddi bi va...” va khi nghe tin Phan-thanh-Gian, Lam-
duy-Hiép ky nhugng ba tinh mién DBong, da phai noi: “hai tén kia khong nhitng la toi nhan cla ban
triéu, ma con la toi nhan cda thién cd”... Thi ra, trén budc dudng dau hang cua giai cap phong kién
noéi chung, Phan-thanh-Gian con budc mau, budc trudc han Tu-ddc va trude du luan phan khich cta
nhan dan, Tu-ddc cling khong dam thot ra nhitng cau noi ngugc lai y chi cia ho. Nhu vay, trong giai
doan dau thuong clia T6 qudc, ké lam mét nudc ta la bon phong kién dau hang ma ding dau la Ty-
dic. Nhung trudc ting su kién lich sir, moi ngudi lai cd trach nhiém riéng tuy theo cuong vi cla
minh. Vi trang su’ nao nguy bién dén dau ciing khong thé 1ap ludn hd dd, dem giai cap phong kién va
Tu-ddrc lam cai “bung xung” dé€ che gidu tdi I6i clia Phan-thanh-Gian da dang toan bd luc tinh Nam-ky
cho gidc dugc!

biéu th hai ma chdng t6i nhan thay la: trong khi quy dinh trach nhiém clda Phan-thanh-Gian trudc
lich str, chiing ta da phan tich r6 rang vdi nhitng an tir phan minh. Tuy vay, con ¢é ngudi vién nhitng
dirc tinh liém khiét cla Phan ra dé€ mong dugdc “chiéu c¢§” va “théng cdm”. Ciing c6 ngudi con cho
Phan la mét nha ai quéc va thirc thai, chi vi thuong dan, mubn tranh nan binh dao nén da chu truang
hoa hiéu véi gidc. O day, t6i khong mudn nhac lai diéu kién cht quan va khach quan bdy gis dé
chiing minh rdng: néu vua tdi nha Nguyen biét dua vao nhan dan dé kién quyét khang chién thi nudc
ta hoi dy sé khong bi mat; t6i chi nhan manh vao cai quan niém vé dao dic tu cach cia con nguGi
thé€ nao cho dung. Nhitng ngugi c6 long chiéu c6 dén Phan-thanh-Gian chi mdi nhin vao tu ddrc cla
ong ma khong nhin vao cong dic clia 6ng. O vao thai thé nudc ta hoi dy, moi ngudi cong dan con cé
cai dao dirc nao cao han la yéu nudc thu giac, hy sinh quén minh, dap &'ng nguyén vong cta nhan
dan. Trdi lai, con c6 cai gi xau hon la theo gidc, chéng lai cach mang, phan lai quyén Igi t6i cao cla
T6 quéc. Dai vdi Phan-thanh-Gian, cng dlc nhu thé [a d& bai hoai rdi; ma cdng dirc da bai hoai thi
tu ddrc con ¢b gi dang k&? Trong s8 cac ban tham gia thdo ludn, cd ban con vién nhitng chiing cd td
ra rang ngay ca dén tu dirc ctia 6ng cling khdng co gi dam bao. Noi thé théi. Piéu nay khdng quan
trong Idm. Chlng ta danh gia con ngudi cia Phan khdng phai nhin vao nhiing dic tinh théng thuGng,
ma chinh Ia nhin vao tiéu chudn d6i véi dan, véi nudc cia Phan.

O day con mdt diém phai trang trai nifa Ia Phan c6 yéu nudc khong? Nhitng ngudi thuang Phan con
c6 cdt nghia rang: Phan chu truong sai lam nhung khong phai khdng cé long yéu nudc. Thuc ra, yéu
nudc khdng phai 1a mét danh tir triru tugng, ma phai biéu hién mot cach cu thé. Trong llc quéan gidc
bat dau day xéo 1én T6 quéc, bao nhiéu van than nghia si, hao ly cling cac tang I6p nhan dan déu lao
minh vao cudc giét gidac ciu nudc, bai phu “Giac dén nha dan ba phai danh” vang lén, vay ma riéng
Phan-thanh-Gian ba lan du Truong-binh bai binh, bon [an lam moi gidi cho Phap dua thu cla giac
cho Trugng va khuyén nhan dan khéng nén “bdi nghich” vdi gidc, vay ching ta c6 thé tang hai chit
yéu nudc cho Phan ca vé mat khach quan lan cht quan dugc khéng? Pham vi “yéu nuéc” ciing rat
rong, nhung danh tUr i quéc khdng thé chira mdt ndi dung phan qudc. Mt ngudi da cd “thanh tich”
nhu' Phan, du ai mudn nhin theo cach nao chang nifa, cling khdng thé lam dung hai chit ai qudc dé
gdn vao mdt cach dé dang, vi nhu thé€ chdng nhitng hd do trong viéc nhan thi'c Phan ma con lam
nhoa nhoet ca y nghia yéu nudc nita.

Piém th ba ma tdi muén nhdn manh vao 1a cai chét cla Phan. That ra, vdi nhitng hanh dong ké
trén, néu Phan khong két thic bang mot cai chét kha “dac biét” thi cd 1€ du ludn ddi véi Phan ciing
khong c6 gi phirc tap Idm vi hanh dong cla Phan du néi 1én Phan la nguGi nhu' thé nao rdi. Theo toi,
chli truong clia Phan d& dan Phan dén cho bé tdc ma chi cd thé két cuc bang mét cai chét. Néi mot
cach khac, cai chét cua Phan la tat nhién, la rat bién chiing trong cho bé tac cta Phan. Tuy vay, cd
ngudi van ca tung Phan la khdng tham séng sg chét. O day, t6i khdng mudn nhac lai nhitng cai
“ngodt ngoéo” trong gi phit cudi clia Phan ma nhiéu ban d3 vach ra d€ chimng to la Phan khdng



phai khong tham song sg chét. Toi chi ddt cau hdi la: co nhitng trang hao kiét khong tham s6ng sg
chét dé& lam nén mdt viéc gi t6t dep thi cai tham s6ng sg chét &y mdi cd y nghia; con Phan-thanh-
Gian néu qua c6 khdng tham séng sg chét chdng nira thi d&€ Iam nén cai gi? N&i rang Phan chét dé
gilr tron tiét nghia chang? Thi cai sdng cta Phan doi véi dan, véi nudc da mat hét tiét nghia roi, con
ndi gi dén chét. N6i rdng Phan la mét tin d6 chang? Thuc ra, cai chét cta Phan, khac véi céi hy sinh
clia cac béc nghia liét khac, khéng phai dé gilr “dao lanh” cho dén chét, cling chang phai liéu chét dé
lam nén mot diéu “nhan” vi cai goi la “dao lanh” la diéu “nhan” lGc dé chinh la giét gidc clru nudc, la
theo nguyén vong cta nhan dan; trdi lai la dao dir, la bat nhan, la phan boi. Thoi, ching ta hay lam
mét viéc ngay thang la trd céi chét cia Phan-thanh-Gian lai cho Phan-thanh-Gian, cai chét do chinh
“tac gid” tao ra, qua mot qua trinh dai lau dan dén cho khong 16i thoat. Dau sao, cai chét cla Phan
cling chi c6 thé chdm ddt con dudng bé tic cla Phan, chd khéng thé xéa dudc tdi danh cla Phan
trudc toa an du luan nhan dan va lich sur.

Piém th{ tw ma ching ta khdng thé bd qua dudc 1a: trong khi k&t an Phan-thanh-Gian, ching ta mét
mat khdng dé& Phan tr6n tranh trach nhiém do Phan truc tiép phu trdch; mdt mat khac ching ta
khéng quén gan lién Phan vdi triéu dinh Hué ma Phan la dai dién véi giai cap phong ki€én ma Phan la
tiéu biéu. Nhu moi ngudi déu biét, khi thuc dan Phap bt dau danh chiém nudc ta thi cling la IUc giai
cap théng tri tirc giai cadp phong ki€n nudc ta da hét nhua sdng, duong hdam vao thé bi. Do do, trudc
nan ngoai xam, tu tudng thoa hiép dau hang da dan dan tham vao tang I6p trén cua giai cap phong
ki€n. Mac dau trong qua trinh phan hda con cé phai chi chién, nhung tu tudng dau hang van ngay
cang phat trién va trd nén tu tudng chu dao cla giai cap phong kién. Bi uy hiép trudc uy vii ciia vén
minh Tay phuong, ludn diéu cdu an cla Phan-thanh-Gian nhac lai chuyén cii nhu “Han Vén dé hoa
vGi Hung-n6” hay “Tong Chan ton hoa vdi Khi€t-dan” da ndi lén tu tudng cla giai cap thong tri bay
gid mot mdt thi tu ki€u, cho nhitng nuGc bén ngoai déu la moi rg; trai lai, mét mdt khac, lai tu' ty sg
dich, don san con dudng dau hang. That thé, néu triéu dinh Hué ma kién quyét khang chién, Tu-dic
khong cd nhitng chi thi “nude d6i” thi Phan-thanh-Gian va Lam-duy-Hiép sé khong dam tuy tién dang
dut ba tinh mién Bong Nam-ky cho gidc. Chang nhiing thé, sau khi Phan-thanh-Gian da ky nhugng
ba tinh mién Béng, trudc sy’ cong phan cua nhan dan, Ty-ddc cling da phai két an Phan, Lam la “tdi
nhan cla thién ¢6” nhung roi Phan van 1a ngudi tin nhiém cua triéu dinh Hué, dugc triéu dinh giao
cho trong trach, dé r6i mot [an nita, dang nét ba tinh mién T4y cho gidc. Nhu' thé Phan-thanh-Gian
phai chiu trach nhiém tryc ti€p nhitng viéc ma 6ng dd lam, nhung ciing quan triét tinh than va dudng
I6i dau hang cua triéu dinh Hué ma ong la dai dién. Ay la chua k& sau khi sau tinh Nam-ky d& mét va
Phan-thanh-Gian da chét, trieu dinh Hué van di theo chiéu hudng dau hang cho tdi khi nudc ta bi
mat hoan toan vé gidc Phap. Nhu vy, két ti Phan-thanh-Gian phai gén lién Phan vdi triéu dinh Hué
va ban an Phan-thanh-Gian la nam trong hd sd ban an hang gidc ban nudc cla triéu Nguyéen.

Tom lai, qua cudc thao luan, ching ta da thanh cong trong viéc danh gia Phan-thanh-Gian, mét nhan
vat cd nhiéu khia canh phirc tap. Xung quanh Phan-thanh-Gian con “vién” nhiéu su viéc khac cua giai
doan lich sir chdng chat nhitng su bién phirc tap. Néu ching ta khéng nhdm vao khéu chinh cla su
vat, khdng dung phuang phap khoa hoc dé& phan tich ddng nhan rd ngudi va viéc thi khéng thé giai
quyét dugdc van dé. Sau khi danh gid xong Phan-thanh-Gian, ching ta s& chuyén sang mdt nhan vét
lich str khac.

8-1963

UDanh tir clia phap luét 1a “giam dang”.
Nguon: Tap chi Thé ki 21, s6 185 (s dac biét vé Phan Thanh Gian), thang 9.2004
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