~ NGUYENVANTHU
TU CAI CO PEN THU NGQC HAU

Tran Ngoc Duyét
Truong dai hoc Thu Dau Mot - Binh Duong

Vé vung dat Chg Méi - An Giang tén goi Thu Ngoc Hau duong nhu qua
than thudc voi ngudi dan noi day. Ho con ¢ nhiéu cau chuyén ky bi vé gia dinh
Thu Ngoc Hau - Nguyén Van Thu nhu viéc danh bat thu riung hung dir, hay
ngo6i chua nho bén song, roi cong cudc khan hoang cua gia dinh ong,... Tuy
nhién, dé 1am r6 thém vé gia toc ciing nhu ca nhan Thu Ngoc Hau can dugc tim
hiéu, nghién ctru, sdu hon, bai ban hon, va mét nhiéu thoi gian, cong stc cua
cac nha nghién ctru,... Trong khudn kho bai viét nay ching toi chi mong gop
phan bo sung thém mot s6 thong tin vé nhan vay duoc xem 1a Céng than Trung
hung cta ving dét cu lao.

1. VAINET VE GIA TQC

Hai cu than sinh cia Nguyén Vin Thu 13 éng Nguyén Vin Nii va ba Lé
Thi Nhac, gia dinh éng gbc ¢ Binh Pinh, di cu vao ving dit An Giang tir thoi
chtia Nguyén. Vén 1 di dan, song ho dinh cu, sinh séng khan hoang & vung dat
nay va ngay nay Nguyén toc trd thanh mot bo phan cu dan cua ving dong bang
chiu tho song Ctru Long. Budi dau cu Nguyén Vin Ni cung vo con dinh cu
mot noi bén bo song Tién, nay la xd My Luéng, huyén Cho Moi ! Ngay d6 noi
day 1a mot ving dat hoang vu, lac dac ngudi sinh séng, dé ton tai qua ngay gia
dinh Thu Ngoc Hau cing nhu bao luu dén khac phai khan hoang trong lua, hoa
mau, danh c4, sin bat thém tha ring dé 1am thac dn. Theo tuong truyen trong
mot 1an di sin, ngudi anh dau cia Thu Ngoc Hau da bi tha rung tan cong va
phai bo mang. “Sau khi nguoi con dau bi cop vo mat xdc, cha me éng médi doi
nha sang bo bén kia séng tirc cii lao Giéng dé sinh séng . Nam giita song Tién,
bbn bé song nuwdéc ménh mong, cu lao Giéng thudc huyén Cho Mdi, tinh An
Giang, c6 chiéu dai 12km, chiéu rong khoang 7km. Trén cu lao ndy cé nhiéu
cong trinh kién tric doc dao, trong d6 c6 phil thd Nguyén tdc hay con goi 1a
dinh Ba Quan Thuong Pang. Pay 14 noi tho ty ba anh em vd tudng thoi Nguyén
Anh 1a Nguyén Vin Thu, Nguyén Vin Kinh va Nguyén Vin Dién. Nguyén ban
phu tho duge dung bang tranh tre, mai 14, &én ndm 1909 xay dung lai theo kién
tric b kién cd hon, dén nay “phil tho trimg tu nhiéu lan, bén trong co bao lam,
lién doi, cham tré khd tinh vi. Hang nam con chdu trong dong ho tu vé ciing gio
voi nét riéng biét,...”" . Ngoai ra, vao cac ngay 25, 26 va 27 thang 6 am lich, c6
dén hang ngan ngudi tu hoi vé Phu thd Nguyén toc tham gia hanh 18 véi day du

1 http:/www.angiang.gov.vn

2 http://www.angiang.gov.vn
3 Lich sur An Giang, Nxb. Tong hgp An Giang, 1988, tr. 33.
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nghi 1€ co truyén, sau do la cac man trinh dién, vui choi gii tri nhu 1a hat boi,
rudc sac tur Cao Lanh vé, mua 1an cung véi cac tro choi dan gian pho bién...

2. CUQC POI BINH NGHIEP

Phai ching 1a ngudi xuat than tir ving dat vé Binh Dinh, Thu Ngoc Hau
Nguyén Vin Thu mang trong minh nhiing t6 chat cia nguoi binh nghiép, véi su
nhanh nhen, gan da, muu luoc,... Nhitng t6 chat ndy da boc 16 khi ong cung cha
anh 1ap nghiép ¢ ving dat tru:0’c kia con la hoang da, ngoai mot vai mai tranh
nghéo lup xup tam dyng trén nhimng * ‘0idng” cao doc theo bo song, voi miéng
rudng nho sau hé va mot chiée xudng con cot hd dudi bén... Cude song cua ho,
thuong ngay phai duong dau voi thién tai chuong khi, thu dir, cop, sau, ké ca
trdu rimng,... VOi nhitng t6 chit vn c6 ctia minh, duoc tiép thu v thuat tir mot
su phu tir kinh thanh Hué vao d3 ting thém stc manh cho ba anh ho Nguyén.
Nhitng cdu chuyén vé dng ciing cac ngudi em ctia minh bat cop duge ngudi dan
truyén lai téi ngay nay nhu nhiing vi ctru tinh cho luu dan khan hoang ving dat
cu lao.

C6 y kién cho rang Nam 1779 - Ky Hoi, Nguyén Anh sai nguoi vé ving
Sa Péc di tién tram va chiéu md thém quén binh, trong chuyén mo quan nay ba
anh em Nguyén Vin Thu di duoc thu nhan va chinh thitc gia nhip quan binh
vao nam 1782. Tuy nhién theo Pai Nam Liét Truyén, phan ghi cic quan cho
thidy “Nguyén Vian Thw la nguoi huyén Kién Phong tran Dinh Twong. Nam
Pinh Mi ra dau quan, chiéu m¢ nghia diing, theo Ti ién qudan Tén Thdt Héi di
danh giac’”, nhu vay theo tai liéu nay, xét vé lich dai cac nam Dinh Mui trong
khoang th0’1 gian 6ng song thi ¢6 cac nam 1667; 1727; 1787; 1847. Liy nim
1802 khi Nguyén Anh 1én ngdi Hoang dé 1am moc thi Nguyén Vin Thu gia
nhap quan binh phuc vu Nguyén Anh vao nim (Pinh Mui — 1787) ¢6 18 14 su
hop ly, vi sau khi gia nhap nghia binh hai nam (1789) 6ng dugc thang chirc lam
Cai Co.

Trong qua trinh khdi phuc quyén loi dong ho cta minh, ngoai viéc ting
cudng quan doi, Nguyén Anh ciing khong thé bo qua viéc khan hoang, chiéu mo
dan lap lang, ting gia san xuat dé tao ngudn thu, quan binh khong chi danh tran
ma con thuc hién cac nhiém vu kinh té. Thu Ngoc Hau ciing vay, khong 1au sau
ngay theo nghi¢p quan binh, nam Ky Dau - 1789 6ng dugc thang chirc 1am Cai
Co.

Tur day ong duoc Nguyen Anh giao thém nhiém vy méi, nim d6 Nguyén
Anh cho “DBdt dao Kién Pon (6 cira song Ta On dinh Vinh Trdn), sai Tham
muu Nguyén Ngoc Chwong va Cai co Nguyén Vin Thw coi giit va kiém thu thué
cua nguoi PDuong’”

Niam 1789, 6ng dugc ctr lam Chdnh truwdng chi Tién chi, va ong Vo Cong
Biru 1am Pho trudéng chi cho Nguyén Vin Thu.

4 Dai Nam liét truyén, Nxb Thuén Hoé,‘2006. Q17, tr2.
5 Pai Nam Thyc Luc, Quoc St quan tricu Nguyen, Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 267.
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“Thang 6, ldy Chdnh truéng chi Tién chi Hau quadn la Nguyén Vin Thu
lam Pho twéng Hdu qudn, Cai co Nguyén Van Vién lam Chanh truéng chi
Tién chi”".

Niam Canh Tuét - 1790, chia Nguyén thyc hién viéc dinh lai thué khoa &
ving dat Gia Pinh, Nguyén Vian Thu 12 mét trong nh&ng nguoi dugc tin tudng
giao viéc trong coi va thu thué, cu thé “Dinh 1é thué cho hai phii Ba Xdic va Tra
Vinh. Lay Oc Nha La lam An phii phii Ba Xiic, cai qudn nhitng bé lac ciia bon
quan Phién, Lam Ngii Quan lam tong phu, cai quan nguoi Puong [Hoa Kiéu],
Twong Vinh Quan lam dong khéu cai qudan ruéng va nai mudi, L Viét Quan
lam tong phii phu Tra Vinh, cai quan nguoi Duong [Hoa Kleu] déu tudn 1
trung thu thué nha nuwée. Sic cho Hau quén phé tuong la Nguyén Vin Thw va
Van giap Han ldm vién tham ludn la Trwong Tién Loc tréng coi cdc viée thué
khéa kién tung & hai phu’’

Pé dam bao s nghiép cua minh, Nguyén Anh luén tin dung nhiing nguoi
¢ nang lyc, ong tiép tuc “Ldy Phé twéng Hdau qudn la Nguyén Vin Thw lam
phé tuwéng Tién qudn, trudng chi Tién chi Tién phong dinh Mac Van T6 lam Pho
twong Hdau qudn ™.

Tuy nhién cudc doi binh nghiép cua Nguyén Vin Thu ciing gip nhiéu
chong gai, thdm chi ngoan nghiét, thang 5 nam Ky Dau - 1792 6ng bi giang
chtc tir “Khdm sai téng nhung cai co pho ong Tién qudan la Nguyén Vin Thu
lam Kham sai cai doi”. Nguyén nhan chinh dan dén Nguyén Vin Thu bi giang
chirc duge Dai Nam thyc luc chép “Thu dung tung cho thugc ha quay nhiéu dan
Phién, viéec phat giac nén bi giang churc”. Bong thoi nha Nguyén cu “Phé
trwong chi Trung chi Tién qudn la Pham Tién Tudn thay quan hai phi Ba Xdc
va Tra Vinh ",

Va sinh tr cia con nguoi 1a chuyén khong ai tranh duoc, dic biét la
nhitng con ngudi binh nghiép, Nguyén Vin Thu cling khong ngoai 1&. Sy ra di
cua ong trong mot st m¢nh cao cd ma sdch Pai Nam thyuc luc ghi lai, vao ndm
Giap Dan - 1794, “Thdng 5, thuyén vua tién déng ¢ cira bién Xudn Pai, sai Vo
Tanh dem qudn danh gidc ¢ cho Hoi An, gidc tan v&, bé don lui git Thi Da. Bo
binh cua Dong cung va bon Nguyén Van Thanh viea dén. Vua véi Tanh vé
ma sai Nguyen Van Thanh kiém quan ca Nguyen Long, Vo Van Lwong, Mac
Van Té, Nguyén Van Tanh, Nguyén Vin Loi do cdc xi Ha Nha,
An Twong o thwong dao ma danh sau lung gidac, van theo lénh tiét ché cia
Dong cung.

Thuyén vua tién dén cira bién Thi Nai. Sai Ton That Héi lanh qudn cac vé
danh cac bao Tiéu Co, Mai Nuong, déu ld'y duoc. Giac tan chay. Ta bat dwoc

6 Dai Nam Thyc Luc, Quoc Str quan tr1eu Nguyen Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 280.
7 Bai Nam Thuc Luc, Quoc Str quan trleu Nguyen Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 292.
8 Pai Nam Thuc Luc, Quoc Str quan trleu Nguyen Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 294.
9 DPai Nam Thyc Luc, Quoc Str quan trleu Nguyen Nxb, gido duc, 2000, QI, tr 308.
10 Pai Nam Thire Luc, Qubc Str quan tricu Nguyén, Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 308.
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hon 40 ¢6 dai bdc va khi gi6i khéng xiét ké. Phé twéng Tién quin Nguyén Vin
Thuw bj triing dan chét (Sau ting Chuong dinh) """,

Tran chién ¢ cira Thi Nai nim d6, 13 mot trong nhitng cudc chién khéc
liét giita quan doi Nguyén Anh va Tay Son, c4 hai bén déu da huy dong mot luc
lwgng 16n khi tai va binh linh tham gia, ngoai viéc thu giit dugc hon 40 cd dai
bac va khi gioi, tuéng ctia Nguyén Anh 1a Tén That Hoi con bat duogc rat nhiéu
binh linh, theo Quéc triéu Chanh bién toat yéu thi “Thdng 5, thuyén ngu dén
ctra Thi Nai, Tén That Hoéi danh lcfy dwoc don Tiéu Co, don Mai Huong;
Nguyén Pinh Pdc dudi giac dén nmii Tam Toa, bdt qudn gidc dwoc hon 800
nguoi”". .

3. NHA NGUYEN GHI CONG

Cudc doi binh nghiép cua Nguyén Vin Thu c6 luc thing luc trAm, nhung
chic chan mot diéu, ong da dan than vao doi binh nghiép cho dén khi qua doi.
C6 thé cong lao cua dng khong quéa ndi bat nhu mot s nhan vat binh nghiép
duong thoi voi ong, nhing nhing gi ong da cong hién cho su nghiép ciia nha
Nguyén 1a qua 10 rang.

Sau nhiéu nam lan 16i khoi phuc duoc quyén loi dong ho, nam 1802
Nguyén Anh 18n ngdi Hoang Dé, 13y nién hiéu 1a Gia Long va bat dau gay dung
triéu dai nha Nguyén ¢ kinh d6 Phu xuan. Gia Long di khong quén nhiing con
ngudi dd hy sinh tinh mang gitp ong giy dung su nghiép, 6ng di sai Bo L&
nghién ciru, 18p bai vi, dua vao tho tw; Vua da “Sai Lé bé ban dinh noi tho cdc
cong than ¢ dén Hién trung Gia Dinh, cong 1.015 nguoi, gii cho luwu tran than
ché bai vi dé tho". Viée t6 chuc, sip xép, phan cap tho tu dudi thoi nha
Nguyen dugc thue hién rat trang trong, va thé hién rat 16 vi thé, cong lao cua
nhimg ngudi duge thd tw. O Pén hién trung Gia Pinh, dugc phan chia thanh
nhiéu khu vuc khic nhau nhw; Gian gitta; gian ta nhdt; gian hitu nhat; gian td
nhi; gian hitu nhi; gian chai bén ta, gian chai bén hiru.

Vao nam Giap Ty - 1804, Nguyén Vin Thu 1 mét trong sb nhitng nguoi
dugc vua Gia Long cho khéc bai vi tho tai Dén Hién trung Gia Pinh, trong dén
tho nay bai vi cua ong duogc dat & gian hitu nhj.

Nam Canh Ngo, Gia Long thtr 9 (1810), triéu dinh dat lai viéc tho tu theo
cong lao, dong gop cu thé cta nhitng ngudi duge tho ty, cy thé 14 dinh thir vi
theo ba loai khac nhau.

Céng than khai quoc

Céng than trung tiét

Céong than trung hung

Trong ba vi thit duwoc thd ty 1an nay thi Cong than khai quéc c6 4 nguoi;
Céng than trung tiét ¢6 114 ngudi; Cong than trung hung cd 258 ngudi. Va
Nguyén Vin Thu duoc xép vao mét trong nhitng vi Cong than trung hung.

11 Pai Nam Thue Luc, Qubc Sir quan tridu Nguyén, Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 332.
12 Quéc triéu chanh bién todt yéu, Quoc sir quan triéu Nguy@n, 1908, tr.16.
13 Pai Nam Thire Luc, Qubc Str quan tricu Nguyén, Nxb, gido duc, 2000, Q1, tr 664.
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Theo ghi chép cua Pai Nam thyc luc thi 6ng duoc xép vi tri dau tién
trong day phia Tay, diéu nay cho thay lac duong thoi 6 Ong da dong gop cong lao
16n cho sy nghiép ciia Nguyén Anh khéi phuc lai quyén loi cua dong ho.

Niam Giap Tuat, Gia Long thtr 14 (1814), Nguyén Vin Thu dugc “Truy
ting Thudc ndi cai co quan ddi tiéu sai la Po Vin Huu va Phé twéng Tién qudn
la Nguyén Vin Thuw lam Chudéng dinh ™.

No6i thém vé giai doan frung hung va noi tho tu cac Cong than trung
hung.

4. TOM LAI

Nhu vay, Thu Ngoc Hau Nguyén Vian Thu xuit than tir ving dat Binh
Dinh, tir nho theo gia dinh vao ving dit Ci Lao Giéng huyén Chg Méi tinh An
Giang dinh cu lap nghiép. Pé dam bao sy sinh ton ciia chinh minh, cua gia
dinh,... phai d6i choi v6i khac nghiét cia thién nhién, chong lai su hung dit cia
tha rimg, qua thoi gian da 1am cho ong boc 16 va phat huy duoc ban chét cua
ngudi nha binh, ciia con dan ving dat vo.

Tir ngay budc chan vao con duong binh nghiép, ong da dé lai nhiéu dau
an trong lich sir x4 hoi Viét Nam vao nhiing nam cudi thé ky XVIII dau thé ky
XIX. Mic cho cudc doi va su nghiép ctia minh ciing ¢6 chat thing trim, song
nbt trim d6 lai 1am ndi bat sy nghiép binh dao cua 6ng. Nguyén Vin Thu da
chién dau dén hoi tho cubi cung cho su an nguy ciia Nguyén Anh, khi chién
thuyén cua Ong ra vung bién Thi Nai. Ciing c0 tai li€u chép tén Thu Ngoc Hau
1a Nguyén Vin Tho, nhung tit ca déu thira nhan 6ng 13 nguoi, “tdnh khing
khdi, c6 khi tiét khi dwoc chiéu mé theo Tén That Héi, di danh gidac, lam quan
lan dén Hau qudn Phé twomg, Kham sai Chuéng co, khi tong chinh ¢ Thi Nai,
bi Qudn dich ban chét,...”"

Sy cong hién ctia ong da duoc nha Nguyén ghi nhan bang viéc truy ting
cho ong 1a Chuong dinh. Nhung quan trong hon, cong lao, sy nghi¢p ctia 6ng
dugc nguoi dan Cu lao Giéng ghi nhan bang tat ca sy trin trong.
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